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It might seem to a modern reader that Matthew chose an extraordinary way in which to begin his
gospel. But to a Jew this was the most natural, and the most interesting, and indeed the most essential
way to begin the story of any man’slife.

The Jews were exceedingly interested in genealogies. Matthew calls this the book of the genera-
tion of Jesus Christ. That to the Jews was a common phrase; and it means the record of a man’s lineage,
with a few explanatory sentences, where such comment was necessary. In the Old Testament we fre-
quently find lists of the generations of famous men (Genesis5: 1; 10:1; 11:10; 11: 27).

Thereason for this interest in pedigrees was that the Jews set the greatest possible store on purity
of lineage. If in any man there was the dlightest mixture of foreign blood, he lost his right to be called
Jew, and a member of the people of God. A priest, for instance, was bound to produce an unbroken re-
cord of his pedigree stretching back to Aaron; and, if he married, the woman he married must produce her
pedigreefor at least five generations back.

The genealogical records were actually kept by the Sanhedrin. This may seem to us an uninter-
esting passage, but to the Jews it would be a most impressive matter that the pedigree of Jesus could be
traced back to Abraham.

This pedigree is most carefully arranged. It is arranged in three groups of people each. Itisin
fact what is technically known as a mnemonic, that is to say a thing so arranged that it is easy to memo-
rize. It isaways to be remembered that the gospels were written hundreds of years before there was any
such thing as a printed book. Very few people would be able to own actual copies of them; and so, if they
wished to possess them, they would be compelled to memorize them. This pedigree, therefore, is ar-
ranged in such away that it is easy to memorize. It is meant to prove that Jesus was the son of David, and
is so arranged as to make it easy for peopleto carry it in their memories.

There is something symbalic of the whole of human life in the way in which this pedigree is ar-
ranged. It is arranged in three sections, and the three sections are based on three great stages in Jewish
history.

The first section takes the history down to David. David was the man who welded Isradl into a
nation, and made the Jews a power in the world. The first section takes the story down to therise of Is-
rad’s greatest king.

The second section takes the story down to the exile to Babylon. It is the section which tells of
the nation’ s shame, and tragedy, and disaster.

The third section takes the story down to Jesus Christ. Jesus Christ was the person who liberated
men from their slavery, who rescued them from their disaster, and in whom the tragedy was turned into
triumph.
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Misdlaneous Events & Announoarants

Chrigmes Flova's  Remember your loved ones with Christmas Flowers on the altar. Flowers may be

given to honor someone living or in memory of those who have died. The name of the donor and loved ones
will be published in our monthly News Letter. Please contact Fr. Peter @ (404) 525-2504, to donate today.

Chrigmes Gonaat: st Joseph Maronite Church iis proud to invite you to a Christmas hymns and carols

concert. The choir of St. Joseph Maronite Catholic Church will be performing its Christmas Concert today af-
ter 11:00 a.m. Divine Liturgy. Comejoin usfor aMagical & Holy time.

Childran’s Chrignes Eve Liturgy Monday evening, December 24™, 2007, at 5:00p.m. we will be

having a Liturgy for all the children of the parish. Following the Liturgy, pizza will be served provided by the
church. Each family is asked to bring a salad, sodas, or a desert.

Chrisgmes Novena:  saturday, December 15", 2007, the Christmas Novenawill begin at 7:30 p.m., and
will conclude on Sunday, December 23", 2007.

Our ancestors were obligated to fast two weeks before Christmas in preparation for the coming of the Savior.
Since we are not obligated to this sacrificial act, let us make, out of participation in the Novena, afitting prepa-
ration for His coming. What other way could be more appropriate than to express our gratitude to the Lord and
to open wide the door of our hearts to receive Him?

FramQur Bishop Mansour's Desk:

Pro-Life Demonstration: Every year thousands of young people and families brave the winter cold to
pray and march in the annual pro-life demonstration in Washington, DC January 20 and 21, 2008. this year we
extend a heartfelt welcome to those Maronite pastors and parishioners who would like to participate. We offer
you the opportunity to take some rest and refreshment at Our Lady of Lebanon Parish in Washington, DC.
The parish hall does not have showers, but it does have bathrooms. Many of the marchers bring their sleeping
bags and accommodate themsel ves wherever they can. Minors are to be accompanied by a parent or guardian.
Seminarians Tony Massad & Vince Farhat will assist with arrangements along with the Parish Y oung Adult
and Youth Groups. For more information please contact Tony at (810)232-4766 or chsha-
warma@sbcglobal.net or Vincent at (561)371-5316 or vwfwpb@aol.com.

Vidgt of Pope Benedict XVI: HisEminence Edward Cardinal Egan, Archbishop of New Y ork, hasin-
vited clergy and laity from throughout the United States to New Y ork’ s Y ankee Stadium the afternoon of Sun-
day, April 20, 2008 for the culmination of Pope Benedict's Apostolic Journey to the United States and a Sol-
emn Pontifical Mass. We will need to have the names, addresses, and social security humbers or driver's li-
cense (both if possible) of all those interested in attending. A full list must be sent to Bishop Mansour by no

later than Christmas.

\X\\ / /4/ sions always be for honorable and just causes. Help them protect and defend the rights of
= N\wC— theinnocent. Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home. When they are
T PRAYERS PLEASE 1IN harm'sway, protect them frominjury; We pray to the Lord.

That we may recognize the humanity of each person, especially those whose age and
fragile condition leave them vulnerable to euthanasia; We pray to the Lord.
That the birth of the Christ child to a poor family in humble surroundings may bear witness to the value of
every human being, regardless of outer appearances; We pray to the Lord.

For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage. May their mis-

For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory,
Lisa Nasser, Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Francois K halil, Amine Zanbaka,
M adeline Shababy, Judith Preston, and Robert Hartle.
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M onday, Dec. 24™, 2007, (Christmas Eve)

5:00 pm Children’s Christmas Liturgy.
Readings: Heb. 1:1-12/LK. 2:1-20

Tuesday, Dec. 25", 2007:  12:00 am (Midnight)
11:00 am Only Liturgy (Christmas Day)

THERE WILL BENO 9:00 AM. LITURGY ON CHRISTMASDAY.

All ChrigmesLiturgeswill bedffeed far theintentionsdf Saint Josgph' sparishiona's bath
living and deosasadl.
Wednesday, Dec. 26", (Praises of the Virgin Mary)

7:00 pm Divine Liturgy.
Readings: Eph. 1:3-14/LK. 1:46-55

NEW YEAR'SDIVINE LITURGY
Tuesday, January 1%, 2008. Circumcision Of Jesus/ World Day of Peace

Readings: Heb.7:1-10/Lk.2:21-24
11:00 am Only Divine Liturgy

Soamant of Reoonaliation (Gonfesson). Onehalf hour befareeach Liturgy
DIVINE LITURGE

THISSUNDAY, DECEMBER 23, 2007 REQUESTED BY @
9:00 AM Intentions & recovery of Judith Preston Mary Ann Shamatta

(sister of Ann Hartle)
11:00 AM For Charles Shediack His brother Joe Shediack Q)
NEXT SUNDAY, DECEMBER 30, 2007
9:00 AM Private I ntentions

11:00 AM Private | ntentions
May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in

peace.
L |
RELIGIOUSCLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M.

COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from along illness. Call the Priest.

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick.

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in
advance.

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish. Call the
Priest.

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by

celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a
vocation to the priesthood. Why not speak to a priest today or contact
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841



