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LITURGIES: 

Sunday 9:00 &  11:00AM 
Weekday  6:00PM 

Saturday  5:00PM 

Holy Day  7:00PM 

Religious Education:   
 Every Sunday: 9:50 - 10:50A.M.  

Confessions:  Before Liturgy and 
upon request. 

Communion Calls:  For hospital-
ized, shut-in, suffering from a long 
illness.  Call the priest. 

Anointing:  Call the priest for the 
Sacrament of the sick. 

Baptism:  Baptism and Confirma-
tion arrangements must be made six 
weeks in advance.  Call the priest. 

Crowning:  Marriage arrangements 
must be made at least six months in 
advance.  Bride or groom must be a 
registered member of the parish.   

H ol y Or der s:  I f you would 
l ike to serve God by preaching 
His Word, by celebrat ing the 
Sacraments and by serving 
those in need, you may have a 
vocat ion to the pr iesthood.  
Why not  speak to a pr iest  to-
day or  contact  the Vocat ion 
Office @ (412) 278-0841 
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Cana Sunday: Entrance Into LentCana Sunday: Entrance Into LentCana Sunday: Entrance Into LentCana Sunday: Entrance Into Lent    
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St. Joseph’s Monthly News LetterSt. Joseph’s Monthly News LetterSt. Joseph’s Monthly News LetterSt. Joseph’s Monthly News Letter    
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you? 

d. Recognize and promote our 
youth and what they are do-
ing at  every opportunity. 

e. Requirements to be an Act ive 
member of MYO of St . Jo-
seph:  At tend Sunday L iturgy 
on a regular  basis, part icipate 
in ALL MYO MEETINGS 
AND ACTIVITIES. 

f. Keep t ime sheets whenever 
the youth do any fundraisers. 

g. Ret reat  weekend with St . Mi-
chael’s Par ish in North Caro-
l ina possibly some t ime in 
March. 

4) Lenten Ret reat : Fr idays dur-
ing the Stat ions of the Cross. 

5) Holy Ground:  Wednesday, 
February 27, 2008 at  6:00pm 

6) St . Joseph Fest ival:  Move 
the date toward the end of 
Spr ing / ear ly Summer: Sun-
day, May 18, 2008? 

7) St . Joseph Dinner/Dance: 
Tentat ive Date in October. 

8) St . Maron Feast  Day: Ask the 
Ladies’ Society to host  a 

breakfast  on February 10, 
2008. 

9) Palm Sunday / St . Joseph 
Feast  Day:  St . Joseph’s 
Feast  Day is the middle of 
Holy Week, the suggest ion 
was made to hold a pot -luck 
dinner on Palm Sunday.  
Ask par ishioners to br ing a 
covered dish / pot luck after  
11:00am L iturgy.  This topic 
wil l  be addressed in our 
next  meet ing. 

10) Future Meet ings:   
a. Set  an agenda before each 

meet ing. 
b. New business must  be sent  

to the president  to add to 
the agenda (at least  one 
week pr ior  to the meet ing) 

c. Minutes must  be sent  to 
Aboona by the 25th of each 
month. 

11) New ideas for  our future fes-
t ivals, dinners and fundrais-
ing act ivit ies. 

Meet ing adjourned at 9:15 p.m. 

The Pastoral Council Monthly 
Meet ing was held on Tuesday, 
January 22nd, 2008, at 7:40pm 
with all members in at ten-
dance.   
Minutes from last  meet ing 
were read and approved. 

Under New Business the fol-
lowing items were discussed: 
1) Next  Pastoral Council Meet -
ings. 
2)  Par ish Calendar. 
3) MYO:  
a. Deacon Bob is the spir itual 

advisor, while Ziad and Al 
wil l  be responsible for  guid-
ing and direct ing the group. 

b. I deas &  plans to reestab-
l ish a solid MYO program 
and br ing more of our 
youth back to the group. 

c. Pass out  a quest ionnaire 
sheet  for  the youth to fi l l  
out  that wil l  have basic 
quest ions: i) What  do you 
l ike or  don’t  l ike about  
MYO? ii) What  is in it  for  

the church.    

I f there is no box assigned to you 
and you would l ike to star t  con-
t r ibut ing, please wr ite your com-
plete family name, address, and 
phone number on the sheet  of pa-
per and drop it  in the col lect ion 
basket  or  mail i t  to the church at 
your ear l iest  convenience.  

I f you had envelopes in the past 
and there is no box of envelopes 
for  you this year, please let  Fa-
ther Peter know. 

 

 

 


 very Friday during Lent, at 7:00 
p.m. the Stations of the Cross and 
the Benediction of the Cross will be 
celebrated.  During the season of 
Lent, we are called to draw nearer 
to Jesus, who gave His ALL for us. 
Lenten Dinner will be served every 
Friday afterwards in the church 
hall.  
We are asking for volunteers to pre-
pare and serve the dinner as well as 
clean up afterwards.  All attendees 
have the duty to help by cleaning 
up their  own areas after  dinner.   
You are urged to share our family 
dinners. 

2008200820082008    Maronite Maronite Maronite Maronite 
Calendars for Vo-Calendars for Vo-Calendars for Vo-Calendars for Vo-
cations:  cations:  cations:  cations:  The new 

2008 Maronite calendars for  
vocat ions have arr ived.  They 
are $5.00 each.  Buy one for  
your home, your office, and 
your family and fr iends! 

Weekly Offer-Weekly Offer-Weekly Offer-Weekly Offer-
ing Envelopes:  ing Envelopes:  ing Envelopes:  ing Envelopes:  
The Weekly Offer-
i n g E n vel ope 

boxes for  the year 2008 are dis-
played on the table, in alpha-
bet ical order, in the ent rance to 
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� ���� he par ish family of 
Saint  Joseph Maronite Church, 
welcomed new babies: 

§  Ch ar lot t e J an e M ar i e, 
daughter of proud parents 
Theodore Nicholas &  Dawn 
Marie Bibbes, with great 
joy, into the flock of Chr ist  
through the Sacraments of 
I nit iat ion: “Baptism and 
Confi rmation,”  on Satur-
day, January 12th, 2008.  
The ceremony took place at 
St . Brendan's Cat hol ic 
Church in Cumming, Geor-
gia, at  12:30 p.m. 

§  K at r i n a  M ar gu er i t e, 
daughter of proud parents 
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���� ishops Robert Shaheen and Greg-
ory Mansour have issued the follow-
ing Lenten guidelines for the Ma-
ronites of the United States: 

 All Maronites who are physi-
cally capable are to abstain from 
meat on Ash Monday (February 4th) 
and all Fridays of Lent. 
 Ash Monday and the Great 
Friday of the Crucifixion are also 
days of fasting. Fasting in the Ma-
ronite Church involves eating and 
drinking nothing at all (except water 
and medicine) from midnight until 
noon. The rest of they day normal 
meals can be taken but without meat.  
All Maronites who are physically 
capable are to fast on these two days. 
 All parish priests are to bless 
and distribute ashes on Ash Monday 
during the celebration of the Divine 
Liturgy as indicated in our liturgical 
books.  This ceremony may not be 
celebrated on the vigil of Ash Mon-
day (Cana Sunday).  For the conven-

ience of some faithful of the Latin 
Church who may come to Mass at a 
Maronite Church on their Ash 
Wednesday, ashes that were blessed 
on Monday may be given to them after 
the Mass.  However, ashes are not to 
be blessed again on this day. 
 All parish priests are to cele-
brate the Benediction with the Cross 
every Friday of Lent except for the 
Great Friday of the Crucifixion. This 
service may be preceded by other de-
votions such as Evening Prayer 
(Ramsho), Stations of the Cross, or the 
Divine Liturgy.  Benediction with the 
Blessed Sacrament should not take 
place on Fridays of Lent. 
 Clergy, religious and laity 
who wish to observe the more tradi-
tional Maronite practice of fasting and 
abstinence are encouraged to do so.  
That practice is summarized in the 
following taken from the Synod of Mt. 
Lebanon (1736): 

 Every weekday of Lent 
(Monday through Friday) is a day of 
fasting and abstinence from meat and 

dairy products (eggs, butter, milk 
etc.) Fasting involves eating and 
drinking nothing at all (except water 
and medicine) from midnight until 
noon. The rest of the day normal 
meals can be taken but without meat 
or dairy products.  Dairy products 
are excluded because they are animal 
byproducts.  Saturdays and Sundays 
are exempt from fasting and abstain-
ing, as are the following three feast 
days: St. Maron-February 9th, The 40 
Martyrs-March 9th, and St. Joseph-
March 19th. 
 According to the new code of 
Canon Law for Eastern Churches and 
the Particular Law of the Maronite 
Church: The law of abstinence binds 
all Catholics over 14 years old.  The 
Law of fasting binds all Catholics 
between the age of 18 and 65.  All 
the faithful between the ages of 14 
and 65 years of age must abstain 
from meat during the Season of Great 
Lent unless there is any particular 
reason to dispense from it. 

Paul &  Anna Zanbaka. 
Saman th a M ar i e &  An -
dr ew  Pau l  J ames, children 
of proud parents Pierre &  
Mary Jo Zanbaka, with 
great  joy, into the flock of 
Chr ist  through the Sacra-
m en t s of  I n i t i a t i on : 
“Bapti sm and Confi rma-
tion,” on Saturday, January 
19th, 2008.  The ceremony 
took place at  St . Joseph's 
Maronite Catholic Church in 
A t l an t a ,  Geor g i a ,  a t 
1:00p.m. 

§  M i ch el le M ar i e Gu ada-
lu pe, daughter of proud par-
ents Er lend &  Leslie Vander  
Veeken, with great  joy, into 

the flock of Chr ist  through 
the Sacraments of I nit ia-
t ion: “Baptism and Confi r -
mation,” on Sunday, Janu-
ary 20th, 2008.  The cere-
mony took place at St . Jo-
seph's Maronite Catholic 
Church in At lanta, Georgia, 
at  12:30p.m. 

May the Holy Tr inity bestow 
upon you Ch ar lot t e, Kat r in e, 
Saman th a, An dr ew  and M i -
ch el le, your parents and god-
parents, good health and long 
l i fe so that  you may love, adore 
and praise Him all the days of 
your l ives.  
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 We will start the practice 
session at 12:45 on Sundays, so 
please be in the Church's hall and 
ready to begin promptly.  

���� enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:   
Many of you are already familiar 
with the wonderful work done at 
Birthright.   
Birthright is an emergency preg-
nancy service that helps any girl or 
woman distressed about an un-
planned pregnancy.  When faced 
with an unplanned pregnancy many 
women feel they have no other 
choice but to abort their unborn 
child.  For the past 35 years Birth-
right has saved thousands of babies.  
Birthright helps each woman plan 
constructively for her future. 

Bishop's Appeal 2008: Bishop's Appeal 2008: Bishop's Appeal 2008: Bishop's Appeal 2008:     
A second collection will be taken 
up during the Great Season of Lent.  
This collection is for the Bishop’s 
Charity Appeal 2008, which will 
begin on Ash Monday (February 
4th), and carries through Easter Sun-
day, March 23rd, 2008.   

Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  We will re-
sume our Training on Sunday Janu-
ary 27  and continue throughout 
 February 17, 24, and March 9, 
skipping Palm Sunday and Easter, 
resuming March 30 & April 6, 
2008. 
Fridays:  February 15, 22, and 29.  
M arch 7, and 14, 2008. 
April 20 & April 27 are Orthodox 
Pal m Sunday and Easter . 

Our Lenten program during this 
Holy Season of Lent will be a little 
different this year: 
We will be doing a baby bottle 
drive.  A baby bottle will be pro-
vided to each student in the MCF  
program (There will also be extra 
bottles for  adults also wishing to 
participate.)   
We are asking everyone to save the 
money from whatever they decide to 
‘give up’  for lent, and store the 
money in the baby bottle.  All bot-
tles will be collected on Sunday, 
March 30th, and will be given to 
Birthright. 
N.B.  Please make sure you don’ t 
lose the baby bottle, otherwise we 
will be charged for any lost bottles. 
 

 
The Pastoral he Pastoral he Pastoral he Pastoral 
Council Council Council Council will 
hold its meet -
i n g  o n 

Wedn esday, Febr u ar y 13th , 
2008, at  7:30 p.m. in the rec-
tory, and thethethethe Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship 
CouncilCouncilCouncilCouncil meet ing wil l  be held 
on Th ur sday, Febr u ar y 14th, 
2007. at  7:30 p.m. in the rec-
tory. 

The Building Committee The Building Committee The Building Committee The Building Committee will 
hold its meet ing on Wedn es-
day, Febr u ar y 6t h , 2008 at  
7:30 p.m. in the rectory. 

The Ladies Altar & Rosary The Ladies Altar & Rosary The Ladies Altar & Rosary The Ladies Altar & Rosary 
Society Society Society Society monthly meet ing wil l  
be held following the 9:50a.m 
Rosary on Sun day, Febr u ar y 
3t h , 2008.  All ladies are in-
vited. 

MYO MYO MYO MYO of St . Joseph Church will 
hold their  monthly meet ing on 
Sun day, Febr u ar y 10th , at 
12:15p.m. in the conference 
Room. 

MYA MYA MYA MYA of St . Joseph Church will 
hold their  monthly meet ing on 
Sun day, Febr u ar y 3r d, at 
12:15p.m. in the conference 
Room. 

� � � � � � �� 	�� 
 � � 
 � � 	�
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 for  this 
month will be held on Sunday, Feb-
ruary 24th, following the 9:00 a.m. 
L iturgy and Rosary.   
Please remember to remain quiet 
after the 9:00am Liturgy while the 
Eucharist is exposed.  Those arriving 
for MCF and the 11:00a.m. Liturgy 
should use the downstairs hall door 
or the rectory entrance.  

���� sh Monday sh Monday sh Monday sh Monday is February 4th, 

2008.  It is a day of Fast and Absti-
nence.  We will be celebrating the 
Divine Liturgy and distributing of 
the ashes at 7:00 p.m.  Please make 
a special effort to come and as a 
community begin the Holy Season 
of Lent. 

� ou are invited 
for  a delicious 
br eak fast  pr e-
pared by the Al-
tar  &  Rosary So-

ciety of our par ish on Su nday, 
Febr u ar y 10t h , 2008 fol l ow -
i n g both  L i t u r gi es. 
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Financial Standing! 
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 � � � ! � � � � � �  
Saturday, February 9th, 2008, is the feast of St. 
Maron.  I t is a Holy Day of Obligation for all 
Maronite Catholics.  The Divine Liturgy will be 
celebrated at 5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m.5:00 p.m. 
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Ot h er  I n come: 
Choir  Fund:   $250.00 
Parking:   $100.00 
Candles:   $365.00 
MCF:    $100.00 
Calendars:   $40.00 
 
Tot al  Ot h er  I ncome:  $855.00 

Gr an d Tot al :    $7,043.00 

EXPENSES: 

Utilities, Salary, Stamps, Xerox Machine, Janitorial 
Maintenance, Priest' s Insurance ($1,180.00), Church & 
Office Supplies, Printing, Security System, Spaghetti Din-
ner, Santa gifts, Pizza Dinner, Calendars ($465.75)Gift Cer-
tificates, Flowers, Miscellaneous.  

Tot al  Exp.:  $9,278.79 
 
BAL ANCE:            -$2,235.79   

I NCOM E: J ANUARY 2008 

 Col lect i ons Donat i ons 

1-J anuar y $408.00  

   

6-J anuar y $1,461.00  

   

13-J anuar y $1,337.00  

Coffee  $6.00 

   

20-J anuar y $1,041.00 150.00 

   

27-J anuar y $2,032.00 $750.00 

Coffee  $3.00 

   

   

TOTAL   $6,188.00 
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Fast & Abstinence:  Ash  M onday, Febr uar y 
4, an d Gr eat  Fr i day (Good Fr i day) M ar ch 21 
are days of Fast  (from Midnight  unt i l  Noon) and of 
Abst in ence from meat.  Al l  Fr i days du r in g 
L en t  ar e days of  abst i n en ce f r om meat . 
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St. Agatha, 
Martyr 
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7:30pm Build-
ing Committee  
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St. Meletius Of 
Antioch, Con-

fessor 
�
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7:30pm Pas-
toral Council 

Meeting 

� 	  
St. Cyr il &  
Methodius, 
Confessors 

Valentine’s 
Day 
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St. James the 
Hermit of 

Cyrus, Confes-
sor 

� �  
 

St. Eustasius, 
Patr iarch of 

Antioch 
 

7:30pm Stew-
ardship Coun-

cil Meeting 
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St. Thalaleus, 
Disciple of St. 

Maron, Confes-
sor �

�

� 
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Sts. Koura &  
Marana, Disci-
ples of St. Ma-
ron, Confessors �
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February Lectors: 

9:00am - David Nasser 

11:00am - Nadim Teeny 

February Altar  Servers: 

9:00am - Charbel Aoun 

11:00am - Adisson Maalouf / Christopher Murad 
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From the Desk of Our BishopFrom the Desk of Our BishopFrom the Desk of Our BishopFrom the Desk of Our Bishop    
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Lent 2008 

Dear Brothers and Sisters in 
Chr ist, 
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What  I s H ol y  Gr ounds? 

New friends, new faces, new 
places, and plenty of graces!  Yep – 
we' re talking about Holy Grounds 
2008.  We' ll be offering this series 
at five locations – come to one near 
you or come to all five.  Grab some 
grub, enjoy a phenomenal speaker 
who will encourage you on your 
Lenten journey, engage in some 
lively discussion, and then hang out 
over dessert and coffee afterwards.  
Come and experience Holy 
Grounds.  Change your life over a 
cup of coffee. 
MYA of SJMCC of Atlanta will be 
hosting “ Holy Grounds”  on 
Wednesday, February 27th, 2008.  
The night traditionally begins with 
mass at 6:00pm, a light Lenten sup-
per at 7:00pm, a speaker (Sr. Rita 
Marie) at 7:30pm followed by table 
discussions, and a social after-
wards. 
February 27th: “ If you knew The 
Gift of forgiveness”  

Sr. Rita Marie, Sister Ser-
vants  
In the story of the woman at the 
well (John 4), Jesus encounters the 
Samaritan woman.  The message of 
forgiveness is one that echoes down 
to us today.  How can we learn 
from the Samaritan woman' s en-
counter with Jesus?  Sister Rita 
Marie has been in religious life for 
many years working in the field of 
catechesis and retreats. She re-
ceived the Catechetical Diploma 
offered by Catholic Distance Uni-
versity in conjunction with the Pon-
tifical Council for the Clergy and is 
presently working in formation 
with the Novitiate of the Sister Ser-
vants. Sister is a dynamic, enthusi-
astic speaker that you just don' t 
want to miss.  Come hear Sister 
Rita give fascinating insights as she 
shares about The Gift of forgive-
ness. 

%�	 � � 	 � � &	 � � � � � � � � 	 � � � � � � � � � 	 �
� ! � �� � � � � � � 	 �&� � � � � � 9&� � � � � � �  �
� � � �# � � � � ��  �B� � � $�� � �� � � � � ������ � �
� � � "! �( 	 � � �� &	 � � � �( 	 � � � � � � $	 �
$� � � � � � � 	 �  � � 	 � �  � � � � �� � � �� � � � 	 �
� � � �� � � � <� � � � � � � � � �� � � � � � � � � � � � "
� � � �� � &&	 � �� �� � ! � 	 � � �� � � &&� 	 � �"
� � 	 � �� � � �� � � � �� 	 	 � 	 � � �

� � � � $�� � � � � � �� � � � �� � &&� � � � �

� �� � 	 � 	 �� �<� � � � ��� �� � � �� � � �

C�� � 	 ! � � � �) � �# � � � � � � �

�

� � � � $� ���$�3! �� �! �#+��
18 January 2008  
    
 Prot . No. 051/1/08 

Fax [011]9619938844 

His Eminence &  Beat itude Nas-
rallah Peter Cardinal Sfeir  

Pat r iarch of Ant ioch and East  

Pat r icarchal Residence 

Bkerke  Lebanon 

Your Eminence and Beat itude: 

On behalf of the Eparchy of 
Saint  Maron of Brooklyn, her 
clergy, religious and laity, we 
reaffirm our unwaver ing sup-
port  and sincere appreciat ion to 
Your Eminence and Beat itude 
for  your wise leadership, and we 
thank God that  at  this crucial 
t ime in our history God has 
placed you as Father and head 
of the Maronite people in Leba-
non and throughout the wor ld. 

Sayedna Pat r iarch, you and all 
the Lebanese people of good wil l  
are in our prayers and thoughts. 

Sincerely yours in Chr ist , 

+Gregory J. Mansour  �

Holy GroundHoly GroundHoly GroundHoly Ground    
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Sunday, February 10, 2008: 
Sunday of The Leper. 
Read i n gs: Rom. 6 : 12 - 23
  M k . 1 : 35 - 45 
·  9:00 a.m.  For the repose of the 

souls of Rose Naccarato, re-
quested by her cousin Diane 
Adams.   

·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intentions. 
Sunday, February 17, 2008: 
The Hemorrhaging Woman. 
Read i n gs: 2Cor . 7 : 4 - 11  
  L u k e 8 : 40 - 56 
·  9:00 a.m.  For the repose of the 

soul of Ernest Naj jar , re-
quested by Mary Ann Shamatta.   

·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intentions. 
Sunday, February 24, 2008: 
The Prodigal Son. 
Read i n gs: 2Cor . 13 : 5 - 13  

Sunday, February 3, 2008: 
Cana Sunday. 
Read i n gs: Rom. 14 : 14 - 23  
  J n . 2 : 1 - 11 
·  9:00 a.m.  For the repose of the 

soul of Fr . Joseph Peacock, re-
quested by Mary Ann Shamatta.   

·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intentions.  
Monday, February 4, 2008: 
Ash Monday. 
Read i n gs: 2Cor . 5 : 20; 6 : 7
  M at t . 6 : 16 - 21 
·  7:00 p.m.  Divine L iturgy &  

Distr ibution of Ashes.   
Saturday, February 9, 2008: 
Saint Maron. 
Holy Day of Obligation 
Read i n gs: 2Ti m. 3 : 10 - 17
  J n . 12: 23 - 30 

·  5:00 p.m. Divine L iturgy.  

  L u k e 15 : 11– 32 
·  9:00 a.m.  For the repose of the 

soul of Raymond Stevens, at 
the request of his daughter Mary 
Ann Shamatta. 

·  11:00 a.m.  For the repose of 
the soul of Youseff El-Khoury, 
requested by his daughter 
Jeannette Abdallah and family. 

 

� lease remember in your prayers 
the sick, the suffering and the 
elderly of our community, especially  
Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory, L isa 
Nasser, Susan Cappy, Mary Ann 
Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Fran-
cois Khalil, Robert Hartle, Samy 
Chahrour i, and Tony Rouhana. 
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Fr . Peter  E. Boulos, Pastor  

We’r e on  t he Web! 

www.sj mcc.or g 


