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The Prodigal Son is one of the most important of Jesus' teaching par-
ables. It was common among Jewish teachers to use comparisons from the
daily life of their people to demonstrate how they should live according to the
Torah, the Word of God, and His Commandments. =

This parable may rather be more fittingly called the Parable of the
Merciful Father, as it demonstrates the compassion of the Heavenly Father ing
human terms — It is this aspect that Jesus wants to emphasize the most. The
Son of God has come to reveal his Father to us so that we may model our-
selves according to His compassionate image. Jesus stresses in His teachings
that God often prefers compassion to fasting. This is the lesson and the goal ™
for us to strive towards during this season of Lent.

In this awesome parable we also see the extent of God’s compassion. The Father is not only for-
giving towards his prodigal son but heis also patient with the righteous older brother. In fact he judges no
one but loves and rejoices in everyone. What a positive image of God is Jesus portraying for us herein
this story! This is the kind of God whom we approach after having strayed away; and also after having
been judgmental towards others.

It is this Father of Mercy that the Church wants us to approach during this season of forgiveness
through His beloved Son Jesus. It is through the model of the beloved son that the love of God becomes
victorious in the life, passion, and resurrection of Jesus.

In the Hoosoyo the Bride-Church calls onto Christ saying:

You arethetruelight coming into the world.

You arethe only Way leading to the Father.

Y ou lived among us and showed us your love.

Then she — the Mother Church — asks the Lord — like the Merciful Father — to show his compas-
sion for her children:

Open your loving arms to them

and bring them closer to your heart

so that they may meet you with joy

and find happiness in knowing you.

In the Qolo the Church recognizes Jesus the Lord, as the New Adam, who shined forth from the
Father’s heart, and who came to renew our human image according to His own. It is by this light incar-
nate that humanity is now instructed, and receives the gospel of God's love and forgiveness. And just as
the prodigal son returned to his Father’s house, now Jesus brings us back to His Father having taken upon
Himself thefall of our sins; and having enlightened us with the light and joy of His holy gospel.

Thereforelet us forgive that we may be forgiven; and with the Father and the Son and in the Holy
Spirit let us rejoice and celebrate for we were once (many times) lost and we now have been found!
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Lenten Devations & DIinng::  Every Friday during Lent, a 7:00 p.m. the Stations of the

" Cross and the Adoration of the Cross will be celebrated. During the season of Lent, we are called
to draw nearer to Jesus, who gave His ALL for us.

Lenten Dinner will be served every Friday afterwards in the church hall. All attendees have the
duty to help by cleaning up their own areas after dinner. You are urged to share our family

dinners.

de Grounds  What Is Holy Grounds? New friends, new faces, new places, and plenty of graces!
Yep + we' re talking about Holy Grounds 2008. WEe'll be offering this series at five locations + come to one
near you or come to al five. Grab some grub, enjoy a phenomenal speaker who will encourage you on your
Lenten journey, engage in some lively discussion, and then hang out over dessert and coffee afterwards. Come
and experience Holy Grounds. Change your life over a cup of coffee.

MYA of SIMCC of Atlanta will be hosting “ Holy Grounds’ on Wednesday, February 27", 2008. The night
traditionally begins with mass at 6:00pm, a light Lenten supper at 7:00pm, a speaker (S. Rita Marie) at
7:30pm followed by table discussions, and a social afterwards.

February 27" “1f you knew The Gift of forgiveness’

Sr. RitaMarie, Sister Servants:  Inthe story of the woman at the well (John 4), Jesus encounters the
Samaritan woman. The message of forgivenessis one that echoes down to ustoday. How can we learn from
the Samaritan woman's encounter with Jesus? Sister Rita Marie has beeninreligious life for many years
working in the field of catechesis and retreats. She received the Catechetical Diploma offered by Catholic Dis-
tance University in conjunction with the Pontifical Council for the Clergy and is presently working in forma-
tion with the Novitiate of the Sister Servants. Sister is a dynamic, enthusiastic speaker that you just don't want
to miss. Come hear Sister Rita give fascinating insights as she shares about The Gift of forgiveness.

DIVINE LITURG ES

THISSUNDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2008 REQUESTED BY
9:00 AM For Raymond Stevens Mary Ann Shamatta..
11:00 AM For Yousseff EI-Khoury Jeannette Abdallah.
NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2008

9:00 AM Private | ntentions.

11:00 AM For Toufic & Jamal Saleh Their son Elias Saleh.

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.

RELIGIOUS CLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M.
COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from along illness. Call the Priest.

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick.

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in
advance.

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish. Call the
Priest.

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by

celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a
vocation to the priesthood. Why not speak to a priest today or contact
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841



