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LITURGIES: 

Sunday 9:00 &  11:00AM 
Weekday  12:00PM 

Saturday  5:00PM 

Holy Day  7:00PM 

Religious Education:   
 Every Sunday: 9:50 - 10:50A.M.  

Confessions:  Before Liturgy and 
upon request. 

Communion Calls:  For hospital-
ized, shut-in, suffering from a long 
illness.  Call the priest. 

Anointing:  Call the priest for the 
Sacrament of the sick. 

Baptism:  Baptism and Confirma-
tion arrangements must be made six 
weeks in advance.  Call the priest. 

Crowning:  Marriage arrangements 
must be made at least six months in 
advance.  Bride or groom must be a 
registered member of the parish.   

H ol y Or der s:  I f you would 
l ike to serve God by preaching 
His Word, by celebrat ing the 
Sacraments and by serving 
those in need, you may have a 
vocat ion to the pr iesthood.  
Why not  speak to a pr iest  to-
day or  contact  the Vocat ion 
Office @ (412) 278-0841 
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I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

���� piphany is celebrated on 

January 6th, and with special 
solemnity in Churches.  It closes 
out the Christmas season. The 
word “Epiphany”  means appear-
ance, or revelation.  It was used 
to describe the appearance of a 
god among the people, a 
theophany, or a visit from some 
civil dignitary.  The Greek-
speaking church in the east 
found it natural to use the word 
to describe the appearance of 
the true God in flesh.  Conse-
quently, some churches (the 
Maronite church is one of them) 
in that part of the world cele-
brate a festival on January 6th 
recalling Jesus’  Baptism in the 
Jordan River; others celebrate a 
festival commemorating His 
birth, and eventually a combina-
tion of the two. 
 Evidence of a Nativity 
festival in Egypt and in the 
churches in the Near East is 
very ancient, possibly beginning 
before the 3rd. Century.  Theo-
ries of why a January 6 date was 
chosen by the Eastern church 
parallels the arguments for the 
December 25th date in the west.  
A popular theory, challenged by 
more recent research, presumes 
that the winter solstice occurred 
on January 6, according to the 
calendar used in that part of the 
world.  On that day pagans cele-
brated with nuances of wine, 
water and light, the appearance 
(epiphany) of Aion, god of time 
and eternity, among the people.  
Christians, as the argument 
goes, adopted this day as their 
feast of the Incarnation, incor-
porating into the liturgy the gos-

pel  stor i es of  Jesus’ 
“epiphanies”  at His birth, on 
the occasion of the visit of the 
Magi, at His baptism in the 
Jordan, and at His first mira-
cle of turning water into wine 
at the wedding feast of Cana.  
A more recent theory explains 
the date of January 6th 
(compared to Dec. 25th in the 
West) on the basis of the cen-
tral position of the Pascal 
Mystery of Passover and 
Easter in the lives of the peo-
ple.  The historical date of 
Jesus’  Passover in death 
would have been on April 6 in 
the East, the solar equivalent 
to 14 Nissan (March 25th in 
the West, computed on the 
Julian Calendar).  The Eastern 
church continued to empha-
size the theme of Jesus’  bap-
tism and His miracle at Cana.  
In the Western church, the 
Epiphany evolved into a cele-
bration of the gospel story of 
the visit of the Magi on the 
occasion of Jesus’  birth: His 
epiphany to the Gentiles. 
 Taking the Baptism 
of Jesus (January 6th) as the 
model, the Maronite Church 
celebrates our new life of 
Baptism and Chrismation in 
this season.  In Syriac it is 
called “ denho.”    For some 
Syriac Churches, this season 
is the traditional time of re-
ception of catechumens into 
the church.   
 During the Epiphany 
Service water is blessed.  
Burning charcoal, a symbol of 
the Holy Spirit, is placed into 
the water.  With this water, 
the pastor will go to the 

homes of the faithful to bless 
them; or at least the faithful 
may take containers of holy 
water to their homes from the 
church. 
 During the first three 
days of the Sixth Week of 
E p i p h an y  ( M o n d a y -
Wednesday) the Maronite 
Church observes “ Nineveh 
Days.”   These three days are 
penitential and serve to antici-
pate to Season of Great Lent.  
In one form or another, these 
days are observed by all the 
Syriac Churches, East and 
West. 
 Three special Sunday 
commemorations are made at 
the end of the Epiphany time: 
for Deceased Priests, for the 
Righteous and Just (All  
Saints), and for the Faithful 
Depar ted (All Souls) in gen-
eral. 
 These commemora-
tions of the Departed are to be 
seen in the context of the 
Epiphany emphasis on the 
chrismational mission of all 
Christians.  Those who have 
died to this life are on the next 
stage of their journey to the 
Kingdom.  If they have died 
faithful to the Gospel com-
mandment to love, they will 
one day be called to the Eternal 
Light by Christ, the “True Hope 
who never fails.”  
 Maronites traditionally 
made a pastr y cal l ed 
“ zlaabyeh” , dough fried in oil, 
probably popularly associated 
with Jesus’  descent into the 
Jordan River. 
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bir th.  A heart felt  THANK 
YOU to all the adults who 
helped make the pageant 
possible (especially Paula 
Brown, and George Moussa)! 

� � Direct ly following the pag-
eant , we enjoyed a Chr istmas 
Carols and hymns in di ffer-
ent  languages that  was pre-
formed by our youths (Thank 
you Paula Brown) 

� � After  the pageant and , we 
enjoyed the t radit ional Spa-
g h et t i  D i n n er  (ou r 
THANKS to Subdeacon Leo 
Shababy who lovingly pre-
pares this delicious meal, and 
to all the par ishioners for  
serving and cleaning)! 

� � Our annual visit  from San ta  
Cl au se followed swift ly after  
our meal, delight ing young 
and old alike (THANK YOU 
to Santa’s special helpers—Al 
Suman &  Daniel Alam)! 

� � The Ch r i stmas Noven a be-
gan the same day as the pag-
eant—December 15th through 
December 23rd. 

� � The St . J oseph  Ch oi r  held 
a Ch r i st mas Con cer t  on 
Sunday, December 23rd, after 
the 11:00am L iturgy.  They 
sang beaut iful Chr istmas 
hymns in English, Arabic, 
Lebanese, and Aramaic, add-
ing beaut iful harmony to the 
Chr istmas L iturgies.  Thank 
you for  all your hard work 
and dedicat ion (with a special  
thank you to our Choir  Direc-
tor  Georges Moussa.) 

� � Christmas Eve brought  the 
Ch i l d r en ’s L i t u r gy at 
5:00pm.  The adults all enjoy 

watching the children par-
t icipate act ively in the Di-
vine L iturgy.  

� � Direct ly fol lowing the Chil-
dren’s L iturgy, we enjoyed 
a Pi zza Di nn er  (a warm 
THANK YOU to Subdeacon 
Leo Shababy who was kind 
enough to pick up the piz-
zas)! 

� � The Feast  of the Glor ious 
Bir th of Our Lord culmi-
nated in the midnight  and 
11:00am Di vi n e L i t u r gi es 
on Chr istmas Day. 

� � Th e Nat i v i t y  Scen e this 
year in the church was pre-
pared by Therese &  Elie 
Saleh.  Thank you for  your 
t ime and talents! 

� � Th e Won der fu l  Al t ar  &  
Ch u r ch  D ecor a t i on s 
were carefully arranged by 
Mike Hiffa, with the help of 
Jonathan Mahfoud and An-
thony Hiffa.  Thank you for 
your work and talents! 

� � A special Thank you to Al 
Suman for  decor at ion  t he 
f r on t  yar d  with Christmas 
l ights and a spectacular  
wreath.  

TH ANK YOU especially to all 
the members of St. Joseph par-
ish who give of their  t ime and 
talents as well as chauffeur ing 
children to the pract ices and 
events!  Without  you, none of 
these events would be possible! 

���� nnouncement s &  
Chr i st mas Seasons ar e 
alw ays busy  t i mes at  St . 
J oseph  and t h i s year  w as 
no di f fer en t .  Th i s busy  
season  of  t he B i r t h  of  
Our  L or d began w i t h :   

� � The Chr istmas Char i ty 
Dr ive for  pat ients at  Chil-
dren’s Healthcare of At -
lanta of Egleston.  More 
than 50 toys, gifts and gift  
cert ificates were delivered 
on December 2nd, 2007.  
THANK YOU to the organ-
izers Reem Ragy and Marie 
DiPaola. 

� � The L ad i es Ch r i stmas 
Di n n er  which was held 
this year at  Geor gi a  Tech 
H otel � �at  1:00 p.m. on Sun-
day December the 9th, 2007.  
More than 40 ladies of our 
par ish gathered for  fun, 
fel lowship, food and an ani-
mated gift  exchange.  We 
extend a warm THANK 
YOU to Cor inne Moussa for  
organizing this event . 

� � The MYO had their  Chr ist -
mas Party also on Decem-
ber the 9th, 2007.  A special 
THANK YOU for Nassif 
and Elizabeth Mahfoud for  
host ing this party at  their  
residence. 

� � We gathered as a par ish 
family to enjoy the Youth & 
Ch i l d r en ’s Ch r i st ma s 
Pagean t  after  the 5:00pm 
Divine L iturgy on Satur-
day, December 15th.  They 
did a beaut iful job of relay-
ing the events of Chr ist ’s 
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� he flowers on the main altar and St. Joseph's altar were donated by the following people: 
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you and you would l ike to star t  
cont r ibut ing, please wr ite your 
complete family name, address, 
and phone number on the sheet 
of paper and drop it  in the col-
lect ion basket or  mail i t  to the 
church at  your ear l iest  conven-
ience.  

I f you had envelopes in the past  
and there is no box of envelopes 
for  you this year, please let  Fa-
ther Peter know. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2008200820082008    Maronite Maronite Maronite Maronite 
Calendars for Vo-Calendars for Vo-Calendars for Vo-Calendars for Vo-
cations:  cations:  cations:  cations:  The new 

2008 Maronite calendars for 
vocat ions have arr ived.  They 
are $5.00 each.  Buy one for 
your home, your office, and 
your family and fr iends! 

Weekly Offer-Weekly Offer-Weekly Offer-Weekly Offer-
ing Envelopes:  ing Envelopes:  ing Envelopes:  ing Envelopes:  
The Weekly Of-
fer ing Envelope 

boxes for the year 2008 are dis-
played on the table, in alpha-
bet ical order, in the ent rance 
to the church.    

I f there is no box assigned to 

Sunday, January 27th, 2008, 
there wil l  be a second collect ion 
for  the Cath ol i c Bi sh op's 
Wor l dwi de Ch ar i t i es.   

How for tunate we are here in 
the United States.  However, 
the wor ld outside our borders is 
not  so mater ially blessed.  This 
collect ion helps the Eparchy 
respond to the many requests, 
whether emergencies l ike the  
tsunami disaster in Asia, or  de-
velopmental projects, with 
which the American Bishops 
are asked to help. 

Please be as generous as possi-
ble with this special collect ion. 

 
 

 
The Pastoral he Pastoral he Pastoral he Pastoral 
Council Council Council Council will 
hold its meet -
ing on Tu es-

day, J an u ar y 22n d, 2008, at 
7:30 p.m. in the rectory, and 
thethethethe Stewardship CouncilStewardship CouncilStewardship CouncilStewardship Council 
meet ing wil l  be held on Thu r s-
day, J anu ar y 24t h, 2008. at 
7:30 p.m. in the rectory. 

The Building Committee The Building Committee The Building Committee The Building Committee will 
hold its meet ing on Wedn es-
day, J anu ar y 23r d, 2008, at 
7:30 p.m. in the rectory. 

The Ladies Altar & Rosary The Ladies Altar & Rosary The Ladies Altar & Rosary The Ladies Altar & Rosary 
Society Society Society Society monthly meet ing wil l  
be held following the 9:50a.m 
Rosary on Sun day, J anu ar y 
6t h , 2008.  All ladies are in-
vited. 
 

� � �  of St. Joseph Maronite 
Catholic Church wil l  hold their  
meet ing on Sunday, January 
13th , 2008, at  12:15p.m. in the 
conference Room.  El ect i on s 
for  n ew of f i cer s for  t h i s com-
i n g year  wi l l  be hel d  du r i n g 
t h i s meet i n g. 

� uchar ist ic Adora-
t ion for   this month 
wil l  be held on Sun-
day, January 27th, 
fol l ow i n g t h e 9:00 
a.m. L i t u r gy and 
Rosar y.   

This special t ime of meditat ing 
before the Blessed Sacrament is 
an opportunity to pray for  peace 
in the wor ld. 
Please remember to remain 
quiet  after  the 9:00a.m. L iturgy 
while the Euchar ist  is exposed.  

Those arr iving for  MCF and 
the 11:00a.m. L iturgy should 
use the downstairs hall door or  
the rectory ent rance.  
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� ou are invited 
for  a delicious 
br eak fast  pr e-
pared by the La-
dies Altar  &  Ro-

sary Society of our par ish on 
Sun day, J anu ar y 13t h, 2008 
fol l ow i n g both  L i t u r gi es. 
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Financial Standing! 

$ � � � %�&� � �' � � 	 � � � � �� � � � � �  � he Ep i ph an y of the 
Bapt ism of Our Lord is 
Sun day, J anu ar y 6th , 
2008.    
The ceremony of the Bless-
ing of the Waters of the 

Epiphany wil l  take place dur ing both L itur-
gies (9:00 &  11:00 am)  . 
There wil l  be a table upon which jars of water 
are placed.  After  L iturgy please help your-
selves; take the newly blessed water to bless 
your homes, businesses, automobiles, store or  
any other propert ies you may have.  I  encour-
age you, however, to br ing your own water 
just  in case you would l ike to have a l i t t le ex-
t ra.   
Remember to have your container I N 
CH URCH  BEFORE TH E L I TURGY BE-
GI NS. 

Ot h er  I n come: 
Reimbursement:   $708.00 
Parking Donation:  $200.00 
Special Chr istmas Donations: $6,000.00 
In Memory of Mary Ann Anding $150.00 
Chr istmas Flowers:  $700.00 
Calendars:   $105.00 
 
Tot al  Ot h er  I ncome:  $7,863.00 

Gr an d Tot al :    $21,493.00 

 
EXPENSES: 

Utilities, Salary, Stamps, Xerox Machine, Janitorial 
Maintenance, Priest' s Insurance ($1,100.00), Church & 
Office Supplies, Printing, Security System, Spaghetti Din-
ner, Santa gifts, Pizza Dinner, Gift Certificates, Flowers, 
Miscellaneous.  

Tot al  Exp.:  $11,264.32 
 
BAL ANCE:            +$10,228.68   

  

I NCOM E: DECEM BER 2007 

 Col lect i ons Donat i ons 

2-Decem ber  $2,290.00  

2nd Col lect ion $297.00  

   

8-Decem ber  $68.00  

   

9-Decem ber  $2,046.00 $200.00 

   

16-Decem ber  $2,167.00 $200.00 

   

23-Decem ber  $1,182.00  

   

25-Decem ber  $2,528.00 $1,000.00 

2nd.Collect ion $641.00  

   

30-Decem ber  $861.00 $150.00 

TOTAL   $13,630.00 
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St. Elizabeth 
Ann Seton, 

USA, Confessor 

� �
St. Paul, The 
First Hermit, 

Confessor 
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Praises of John 
the Baptist 

� �
�
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	 � �
Council of 

Trent (1545) 
 

' () ) * � �
 �+�! � �
, �-� � . � �

� 1�

� � ! $� � � %�
&� �� � -� �

0(' ) � � �� � � ��
2�� � 3%� � -�

� 4(� ' * � �� � � �
� � � -�! . �

	 �  
�

	 � �
Our  Lady of 
the Sowing 
St. John the 

Cave-dweller �

�
�

	 �  
 

The Chains of 
St. Peter�

	 �  
 

St. Anthony the 
Great, Confessor 

	 �  
Elevation of the 

Chair  of St. 
Peter at Rome 

St. Athanasius 
the Alexandrian,  

	 � �
St. Macarius 
the Egyptian, 

Confessor 
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St. Euthymius 
the Great, Con-

fessor 

� 	  
 

Mar tin Luther  
K ing Day 

 
 
�

�

� �  
 

St. Timothy, 
Disciple of St. 

Paul 

7:30pm  Pas-
t or al  Counci l  

M eet i ng 
 

� �  
 

Pope St. Ser -
gius I , Confes-

sor 

7:30pm  Bu i ld -
i ng Comm i t -
t ee M eet i ng�

� �  
 

St. Francis De 
Sales, Confessor 

 
7:30pm  St ew -

ar dsh ip  
Counci l  M eet -

i ng 

� �  
 

The Conversion 
of St. Paul the 

Apostle 
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St. Ephrem the 
Syr iac, Doctor 
of the Church 

� �  
�

� 
  
 
 
�

� 	 �
�

St. John Bosco, 
Confessor �

  

January Lectors: 

9:00am - Nassif Mahfoud 

11:00am - Chehade Chihane 

January Altar  Servers: 

9:00am - Charbel Aoun / Andrew Nasser 

11:00am - Mark Dagher / Gabriel Moussa  

Cler gy Annual  Ret r eat  (J anuar y 14 - 18, 2008) 
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November 1, 2007—October 31, 2008 

These Feasts can not  be moved to a Sun day or  su ppr essed  

November  1, 2007 (Thur sday) All Saints 

December  8, 2007  (Sat u r day)  The Immaculate Conception, Patroness of the U.S.A. 

December  25, 2007 (Tuesday)  The Nativity of the Lord, Christmas Day 

J anuar y  1, 2008 (Tuesday)  The Circumcision, Wor ld Day of Peace, New Year’s Day 

J anuar y  6, 2008 (Sunday)  The Epiphany 

Febr uar y  9, 2008 (Sat u r day)  Saint Maron 

M ay 1, 2008 (Thur sday)   The Ascension of the Lord 

August  15, 2008 (Fr i day)  The Assumption of the Virgin Mary 

 
Feasts To Be Celebrated But The Obligation to Participate In The Divine Liturgy Has Been 

Suppressed 
With the permission of the Maronite Synod 

M ar ch  19, 2007 (Wednesday)  Sai n t  J oseph   

Apr i l  9, 2007    East er  M onday 
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EPARCHIAL CHARITIES APPEAL &  ASSESSMENTS 

J anuar y  27, 2008    United States Catholic Bishops’  Worldwide Charities 

Febr uar y  4 – M ar ch  22 (L en t ) Eparchial Charities Appeal 

M ar ch  21, 2008 (Good Fr i day) Holy Land Collection 

Apr i l  27, 2008    Catholic Home Missions 

M ay 4, 2008     National Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon, Ohio 
Feast of Our Lady of Lebanon 

M ay 18, 2008    Catholic Communications 

J une 29, 2008     Holy Father’s Collection (Peter’s Pence) 
Feast of Sts. Peter & Paul 

Sept ember  14, 2008   Catholic University of America 

Oct ober  19, 2008    Wor ld M issions (Propagation of the Faith) 

December  7, 2008    Maronite Patriarchal Charities 
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·  11:00 a.m.  For the repose of 
the souls of Joseph &  Evelyn 
Ashkouti, requested by their 
family. 

Sunday, January 20, 2008: 
Sunday of The Righteous & The Just. 
Readi ngs: H eb. 12 : 18 - 24  
  M at t . 25 : 31 - 46 

·  9:00 a.m.  Private Intention. 
·  11:00 a.m.  1st Anniversary for 

the repose of the soul of Laudi 
Aoun, requested by her hus-
band Michel Aoun and family. 

Sunday, January 27, 2008: 
Sunday of The Faithful Departed. 
Readi ngs: 1Thes. 5 : 1 - 11  
  L k . 16 : 19– 31 

·  9:00 a.m.  Private Intention.. 
·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intention. 
 

Tuesday, January 1, 2008: 
World Day of Peace; The Circumci-
sion. 
Readi ngs:  H eb. 7 : 1 - 10 
  L k . 2 : 21 - 24 
·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intentions. 

Sunday, January 6, 2008: 
Epiphany of Our Lord. 
Readi ngs: T i t . 2 : 11 ; 3 : 7 
  L k . 3: 15 - 22 

·  9:00 a.m. For the intentions of 
Tony Rouhana. 

·  11:00 a.m.  For the repose of the 
soul of Hares Zeitouni (who 
passed away in Lebanon), re-
quested by his son Joe Zeitouni.  

Sunday, January 13, 2008: 
Sunday of The Priests. 
Readi ngs: 1T im . 4 : 6 - 16 
  L k . 12 : 42 - 48 

·  9:00 a.m.  Private Intention. 

�

�

�

&lease remember in your prayers the 
sick, the suffering and the elderly of 
our community, especially  Eva 
Solomon, Almas Tanor y , L i sa 
Nasser , Susan Cappy, M ar y 
Ann  Pasator e, Mar y Ann  Pe-
r un , Fr ancoi s K hal i l , Ami ne 
Zan bak a, Rober t  H ar t l e, 
M ar i e D i Paola, and Sami  
Chahr our i . 
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Fr . Peter  E. Boulos, Pastor  

We'r e on  t he Web! 

www.sj mcc.or g 


