
� riginally, people paraded or processed in the original footsteps of 
Jesus from the little village of Bethany into the city of Jerusalem.  As 
part of the festivities they carried real palm fronds or olive branches, 
the two most common trees in Palestine.  These were replaced with 
local versions of “ palms”  as the celebration of Palm Sunday spread 
throughout Europe and then the entire world: willow branches, cedar 
branches, candles and flowers.  Blessed palms have always been re-
spected as holy objects or sacramental.  Some families place one or 
more on the wall behind a crucifix or holy picture until the next Palm 
Sunday, or they might braid them into crosses for wall decorations.  
Before the beginning of Lent the following year, blessed palms are 
burned at the local church and ashes used in the Ash Monday ritual. 

  Or Passion Week is from Monday, March 17th , through Saturday of the 
Light, March 22nd , 2008.  Holy Week, we call it, because the things that 
were done by Jesus during that final week of His terrestrial journey, make 
it holy. 

The spiritual journey of Holy Week closely follows ancient historical events.  Parishioners move 
quickly from Jesus’  triumph in Jerusalem on Palm Sunday to His passion and death.  Holy 
Thursday rituals consecrating holy oils in cathedral churches, along with Last Supper liturgies in 
parish churches, are like a refreshing pause.  They are a few hours of rejoicing before the reality of 
Jesus’  suffering and death continues on Good Friday.  Then there is a quiet waiting until the burst 
of the new light of resurrection conquers the dark of death at the Easter Vigil or Holy Saturday 
night. 
A distinct framework of Holy Week seems to have developed first of all in Jerusalem.  There, the 
actual sites were located where the historical events of Jesus’  suffering, death, and resurrection 
occurred.  When the Christian religion was legalized in 313, the baptized who lived in or near 
Jerusalem gathered publicly on the anniversary of the events at the places identified by tradition as 
“ the holy places.”   They relived the events with songs, readings from the gospel passion, 
processions, and vigils. 
 

 Holy Thursday begins the Triduum, which from the 4th century 

celebrated the Paschal Mystery.  Originally these three days began on 
Good Friday.  It was natural, however, to include Holy Thursday 
because Good Friday was considered from sunset on the previous 
evening.  The oldest and still official name of this day is Thursday of 
the Lord’s Supper.  It commemorates the historical gospel events 
surrounding the 
Last Supper and 
the institution of 

the Holy Eucharist.   
The Holy Thursday ritual has included a 
ceremonial washing of feet by the 
presiding celebrant since the 5th century 
in some local churches, since the 7th 
century in Spain and Gaul, and the 12th 
century in Rome. 

(Continue on page 3) 

LITURGIES: 
 

Sunday 9:00 &  11:00AM 
Weekday 12:00PM 
Saturday 5:00PM 
Holy Day 7:00PM 

 

Religious Education:  
S u n d a y : 9 : 5 0 A . M . -  
10:50A.M.  
(Will resume on Sunday, 
March 30, 2008) 

Confessions:  Before Lit-
urgy and upon request. 

Communion Calls:  For 
hospitalized, shut-in, suffer-
ing from a long illness.  Call 
the priest. 

Anointing:  Call the priest 
for the Sacrament of the 
sick. 

Baptism:  Baptism and 
Confirmation arrangements 
must be made six weeks in 
advance.  Call the priest. 

Crowning:  Marr iage ar-
rangements must be made at 
least six months in advance.  
Bride or groom must be a 
registered member of the 
parish.   

Holy Orders:  If you would 
like to serve God by preach-
ing His Word, by celebrat-
ing the Sacraments and by 
serving those in need, you 
may have a vocation to the 
priesthood.  Why not speak 
to a priest today or contact 
the Vocation Office @ 
(412)278-0844.  
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���� enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:   
Many of you are already famil iar  with the wonder-
ful work done at  B i r t h r i gh t .   
Bir thr ight  is an emergency pregnancy service that  
helps any gir l or  woman dist ressed about  an un-
planned pregnancy.  When faced with an un-
planned pregnancy many women feel they have no 
other choice but  to abort  their  unborn child.  For 
the past 35 years Bir thr ight  has saved thousands 
of babies.  Bir thr ight  helps each woman plan con-
st ruct ively for  her future. 
Our Lenten program dur ing this Holy Season of 
Lent  wil l  be a l i t t le different  this year: 
We wil l  be doing a baby bot t l e d r i ve.  A baby bot-
t le wil l  be provided to each student  in the MCF  
program (There wi l l  also be extra bottles for   adul ts 
also wishing to part icipate.)   
We are asking everyone to save the money from 
whatever they decide to ‘give up’ for  lent , and store 
the money in the baby bot t le.  All bot t les wil l  be 
collected on Sunday, March 30t h , and wil l  be given 
to Bir thr ight . 
N.B.  Please make sure you don’ t lose the baby bottle, oth-
erwise we will be charged for any lost bottles. 

The Bishop’s Appeal 2008: The Bishop’s Appeal 2008: The Bishop’s Appeal 2008: The Bishop’s Appeal 2008: carries through Easter 
Sunday, March 23rd, 2008.  Our assessment for the 
Bishop' s appeal this year is $3,000.00.  Please be generous 
and help us to reach our goal ($3,000.00).  If we don' t 
raise this amount, it must be taken from the parish funds.  
Your charitable contribution during lent is greatly appreci-
ated.  We have collected $1,445.00 so far. 

The Easter Bunny’s Visit!  The Easter Bunny’s Visit!  The Easter Bunny’s Visit!  The Easter Bunny’s Visit!  
Easter is coming…..the Annual Egg 
Hunt  preparat ions are under way!  
We wil l  hold an Easter Egg Hunt  for  
our chi ldren on Easter Sunday, 

March 23rd, after  the 11:00am Resurrect ion L iturgy.  
Rain or  shine, br ing your l i t t le ones with a basket  
or  bag to collect  their  eggs.  This year, we are ask-
ing each family to give a donat ion to help cover the 
cost  of the Egg Hunt  to Dany Dagher, or  Father Pe-
ter .  Your kind donat ions of beaut iful ly decorated 
hard-boiled Easter Eggs wil l  be gladly accepted on 
Easter Sunday! 

In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-
ticipate in the fun, ticipate in the fun, ticipate in the fun, ticipate in the fun, Father Peter will give the signal Father Peter will give the signal Father Peter will give the signal Father Peter will give the signal 
to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No 
Exceptions.)Exceptions.)Exceptions.)Exceptions.)    

Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Below is a revised t raining 
schedule from now unt i l  the I nman Park Fest ival 
(Apr i l 25-27), and St. Joseph Fest ival (May 4). 

Sunday©s t raining to star t  at 12:45 after  Mass and 
team meet ings.  Fr iday©s t raining after  the Stat ions 
of the Cross &  Dinner. 

Training Calendar:   

Sun day: March 2nd, 9th, and 30th.  Apr i l 6th, and the 
final rehearsal is Apr i l 13th. 
Fr i day:  March 7th, and 14th.   
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Eucharistic AdorationEucharistic AdorationEucharistic AdorationEucharistic Adoration:::: Thursday, 
March 20th, after 7:00p.m. Liturgy and 
washing of the feet, the most holy 
Eucharist will be exposed for adoration 
until midnight.  Please sign your name on 

the sign-up sheet.  

Good Friday Services &Good Friday Services &Good Friday Services &Good Friday Services &    Dinner:Dinner:Dinner:Dinner:  
Liturgy of the Signing of the Chalice will be 
celebrated at 6:00 pm. 
The Burial and Veneration of the Holy Cross 
will start at 7:30 p.m.  Please br ing flowers 
for  the bur ial. 

 

Following the Services a Lenten Good Friday Dinner will 
be served in the hall.  Each family is asked to bring a 
covered dish to share.  
Everybody has the duty to help by providing the 
meals, cleaning up their own area after dinner, as 
well as help cleaning up the kitchen and the hall floor 
if necessary, so our social hall would be neat and 
ready for Midnight and Easter Sunday Liturgy and 
the Egg Hunt Party. 

Thank you in advance for your helpThank you in advance for your helpThank you in advance for your helpThank you in advance for your help....    
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Sunday, March 16, 2008: 
Hosanna (Palm) Sunday. 
Readings: Phil. 1 : 1 - 13  
  Jn. 12 : 12 - 22 
·  9:00 a.m. For Elizabeth Rumanes and Chokrallah 

Chebib, requested by their children Elizabeth and 
Tony Chebib. 

·  11:00 a.m.  For of Joseph &  Evelyn Ashkouti, re-
quested by Diane Domit and family. 

Wednesday, March 19th, 2008: 
·  7:00 p.m. Rite of the Lamp (Anointing of the sick) 

Thursday of the Holy Myster ies, March 20th, 2008: 
Readings: 1Cor. 11 : 23 - 32 
  John 13 : 1 - 11 
 Or Luke 22 : 1 - 23 
·  7:00 p.m. Liturgy of Washing of the Feet.     
·  8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. Eucharistic Adoration. 

Good Fr iday, March 21st, 2008: 
Readings: Heb. 12 : 12 - 24 
  John 19 : 31 - 37 
·  6:00 p.m. Signing of the Chalice Liturgy.  

·  7:30 p.m. Burial and Veneration of the Holy Cross.  
(Please bring flowers for the Burial.) 
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Thursday of the Mysteries� � � Good Friday�
(Continued from page 1) 

The Book of Rituals 
(Rome, 1839) retains two 
traditions of the Maronite 
Church.  The oldest one 
required the washing of 
the feet of the whole 

congregation present at the service.  The more recent 
tradition limited the washing to twelve persons 
representing the Twelve Apostles. 

This ritual imitates Jesus'  Last Supper action of 
humility and service.  Appropriate songs are sung 
during this symbolic washing.  In the early church this 
ritual was common during the year as an act of charity 
and was even considered a sacrament.  At the end of the 
Liturgy, consecrated communion bread is carried in 
procession with incense and song to a chapel of 
adoration.  It is popular that parishioners spend a holy 
hour(s) before midnight in the adoration chapel.  

Saturday of the L ight, March 22nd, 2008: 
·  11:00 a.m.  Prayer of Forgiveness. 
 

EASTER SCHEDULE EASTER SCHEDULE EASTER SCHEDULE EASTER SCHEDULE     
OF LITURGIESOF LITURGIESOF LITURGIESOF LITURGIES    

 

Sunday, March 23rd, 2008: 
Easter Sunday. 
Readings:  
(Midnight) Phil. 2 : 1 - 11 
  Mat. 28 : 1 - 10 
(Morning) 1Cor. 15 : 12 - 26  
  Mk. 16 : 1 – 8 
·  12:00 a.m. Midnight L iturgy. 
·  11:00 a.m.  Only L iturgy. 

Easter Liturgies will be offered for the intentions 
of St. Joseph's parishioners both living and de-
ceased. 
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� ood� Friday� is the anniversary of 
the death of Jesus on the cross just 
outside the walls of Jerusalem.  This 
moment will be completed the 
following day as the Saturday night 
hours change into Sunday and death 
turns into resurrection.  The origin 

of the term ªGoodº in the title of this day is unknown, but probably 
emphasizes the saving value of the historical event of the crucifixion 
of Jesus.  Another theory is that it is a corruption of ªGod' sº Friday.  
The theme of this day throughout history has been one of quiet 
sadness and mourning for the crucified and dead Jesus. 

Late in the 4th century, the veneration of the cross was introduced 
into Good Friday traditions in Jerusalem.  Generations before, 
according to legends, Helen, the mother of the first Christian 
emperor, Constantine, discovered in the Jerusalem area the cross on 
which Jesus was crucified.  It became an annual tradition in 
Jerusalem to offer this relic to the faithful to kiss and venerate.  The 
slow procession of people to kiss a cross held by ministers remains a 
dramatic feature of today' s services.  During the Middle Ages the 
simple communion service of the Good Friday Liturgy evolved into 

(Continue on page 4) 
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Good Friday:Good Friday:Good Friday:Good Friday:            (Continued from page 3) 

the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified (ªLiturgyº with bread 
consecrated the day before.)  The ritual began to imitate a 
regular Liturgy without the Eucharistic Prayer.  Early in its 
history the laity stopped receiving communion just as they 
had at any Liturgy.  The priest alone, therefore, received 
communion on Good Friday.  In 1955, the traditional ritual 
was restored: The Liturgy of the Word, the veneration of the 
cross, and communion by the people. 
 

Great Saturday of the Light:Great Saturday of the Light:Great Saturday of the Light:Great Saturday of the Light:    
Great Saturday, known also as the Saturday of the Light or 
the Saturday of Happy Announcement, is considered as the 
Day of Rest for the crucified Lord Jesus.  On this day, He 
went to visit in the grave Adam and all the dead, bringing 
them the good news of resurrection and new life.  
 This is the last day of Passion Week, and it is unique in the 
entire liturgical cycle of the year.  No Eucharist is celebrated 
on this day—neither the Qurbono nor the Signing of the 
Chalice.  On the other hand it is the only Saturday in which 
fasting was mandatory, while all other Saturdays of Lent 
were not.   

Saturday of the Light has a particular feature, known in the 
Maronite Tradition as the rite of “ Prayer of Forgiveness”  
as indicated in the Book of the Passion—Ktobo D’hasho.  
This rite which celebrates a communal act of reconciliation 
and penance in the midst of the Church community. 
Great Saturday, indeed, is a solemn day of penance. 

Holy Land Collection:Holy Land Collection:Holy Land Collection:Holy Land Collection:  The Holy See has asked 
that the entire church, including Eastern Catholic 
Churches, support the work of the Franciscans in their role 
as custodians of the holy places, where Our Lord was born, 
died, was buried and rose from the dead. 
This collect ion wil l  be taken on Good Fr i day, 
M ar ch  21st .  This collect ion also supports the work 
of the Maronite Churches in the Holy Land. 

Easter Flowers:  Easter Flowers:  Easter Flowers:  Easter Flowers:  Remember your loved ones with 
Easter Flowers on the Altar.  Flowers may be given to 
honor someone living or in memory of those who have 
died.  The name of the donor and loved ones will be pub-
lished in our monthly News Letter.   
Please contact Fr. Peter: (404) 525-2504, or Madeline Sha-
baby: (770)271-0587, to donate today. 
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