LITURGIES

9:00 & 11:00AM
12:00PM

5:00PM
7:00PM

Sunday
Weekday

Saturday
Holy Day

Religious Education:
Every Sunday: 9:50 - 10:50A.M.
Confessions: Before Liturgy and
upon request.
Communion Calls: For hospital-
ized, shut-in, suffering fromalong
illness. Call the priest.

Anointing: Call the priest for the
Sacrament of the sick.

Baptism: Baptism and Confirma-
tion arrangements must be made six
weeksin advance. Call the priest.

Crowning: Marriage arrangements
must be made at least six monthsin
advance. Bride or groom must bea
registered member of the parish.

Holy Orders: If you would
like to serve God by preaching
His Word, by celebrating the
Sacraments and by serving
those in need, you may have a
vocation to the priesthood.
Why not speak to a priest to-
day or contact the Vocation
Office @(412) 278-0841

Inside thisissue:
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K. Josgph'sMaonthly NewsLeter

(hrig Has Risn (Eage InHigay) _.

hrist has risen from

the grave, and enlight-
ened all creatures. The
angelic hosts shout, the
choirs of seraphim clap
their hands and cheru-
bim sing with fearsome
voices: Holy, holy, holy is
the Lord. Holy is the Fa-
ther, who sent His only
Son to make new the im-
age of Adam, to be the
ruler of all creation, and,
by His bounty, to gladden
the grave. He rose and
destroyed death, demoal-
ished the nether world,
and established His reign
in heaven and on earth.

Christ’s resurrec-
tion was the sign of new
beginnings: a springtime.
This theme was part of
the evolution of the Pass-
over long before the Exo-
dus from Egypt. The an-
cestors of the Jews had
celebrated a springtime
festival of the first fruits
of their planting with a
sacrifice of grains and
breads, and the first
fruits of their flocks with
a sacrifice of lambs. Un-
der the direction of
Moses these feasts were
combined as an annual
memorial of the mystery
of their escape from
Egypt, and the passing
over them by the angel of

death.

From the very early
times the baptism of
new Christians took
place during this an-
nual ritual. This prac-
tice evolved because of
the intimate bond be-
tween the resurrection
of Jesus to new life and
the new birth of the
baptized. This Easter
theme of new life has
overtones of fertility.
Other religious move-
ments were popular in
the Roman Empire dur-
ing the generations
when Christianity was
becoming popular.
These were the pagan
fertility cults. There is
little evidence that
Christianity  deliber-
ately borrowed beliefs
and practices from
these cults. It is natu-
ral, however, that it
might be influenced by
these cults just as it is
always influenced by
the real world in which
it thrives.

In
almost every language
except English, the

name for this annual
memorial of the resur-
rection is some form of
the word “Passover”

(for example, Pasch,
from the Hebrew Pesach,
“Passover”.)

When Christianity ar-
rived in the north coun-
tries, its springtime cele-
bration of the resurrec-
tion received a new name
from the Teutonic peo-
ple, a name used today
by English-speaking peo-
ple: Easter. At one time
it was thought that this
name came from an An-
glo-Saxon spring god-
dess, Eoster. Thisis how
Venerable Bede (d. 735)
explained it. However,
there is doubt that a god-
dess ever existed. A bet-
ter explanation lies in
people’s misunderstand-
ing of a Latin phrase for
Easter Week, week “in
white vestments” (albis,)
thinking it was the plu-
ral of alba the Latin id-
iom for “dawn.”

(Continues on page?)



The Pastoral Council Monthly
Meeting was held on Wednes-
day, February 13th, 2008, at
7:40pm with one member ab-
sent.

Minutes from last meeting
were read and approved.

Under Old Business the follow-
ing items were discussed:

1) Holy Grounds:

a. Aboona & Deacon Bob will
take care of the Liturgy

b. Need help toassist in pre-
paring food for the event.

2) Updated Parish Calendar.

3) MYO:

a. Held first meeting last
Sunday with their new
leadership.

b. Meeting went very well:

i. Deacon Bob and
Ziad recapped their
meeting.

ii. Discussed how to be
organized in order
to get things done.

c. Discussed date for a retreat

with St. Michael's Maronite
Church MYO.

d. Al showed theresults from
the questionnaire they filled
out.

4) Building Committee:
a. Projectstobe done soon:
i. Repair ceilingin the
church.
ii. Gutter cleaning.
iii. Sink in the basement.
iv. Replaceffix lighting
fixtures at entryway.
v. Replace all windows in
therectory.

5) Speakers for Lent during the
Stations of the Cross.
6) No Pot-luck on Palm Sunday.

New Business:
1) Youthsand Children's Mass:
a. Discussion to set one Sunday
a month for the youths and
children to actively partici-
patein theLiturgy:
i. Ushers.
ii. Presentingthe gifts.
iii. Epistlereadings

iv. Intercession.

2) Vocations Chalice: A draft
packet with information will
be put together to discuss
further in the next meeting.

3) New edition of the Cedars of
Lebanon hymnal:

a) A discussion to get 100 cop-
ies for the parish ($10 each).

i. Already have a gift of
$200.00 towards the
books.

ii. Discussed opening it
tothe parish toask if
anyone would like to
donate money for the
books.

4) Future Meetings:

a. Set an agenda before each
meeting.

b. New business must be sent
to Aboona to add tothe
agenda (at least one week
prior tothe meeting)

c. Minutes must be sent to
Aboona by the 25th of each
month.

Meeting adjourned at 9:15 p.m.

very Friday during Lent, at 7:00
p.m. the Stations of the Cross and
the Benediction of the Cross will be
ceebrated. During the season of
Lent, we are called to draw nearer
to Jesus, who gave His ALL for us.
Lenten Dinner will be served every
Friday afterwards in the church hall.
We are asking for volunteersto pre-
pare and serve the dinner as well as
clean up afterwards. All attendees
have the duty to help by cleaning
up their own areas after dinner.
You are urged to share our family
dinners.

* Liturgy of the Signing of the
Chalice will be celebrated at 6:00
pm.

* The Burial and Veneration of
the Holy Cross will start at 7:30
p.m. Please bring flowers for
the burial.

Following the Services a Lenten
Good Friday Dinner will be
served in the hall. Each family
is asked to bring a covered
dish to share.

Everybody has the duty to help by
providing the meals, cleaning up
their own area after dinner, as
well as helping clean up the

kitchen and the hall floor if
necessary, so our social hall
will be neat and ready for Mid-
night and Easter Sunday Lit-
urgy and the Easter Egg Hunt
Party.




Wednesday, March 19", 2008: 6:00 p.m. Signing of the Chalice ~ Readings:
7:00 p.m. Rite of the Lamp Liturgy. (Midnight) Phil.2:1-11
(Anocinting of the sick.) 7:30 p.m. Burial and Venera- _ Mat.28:1-10
Thursday of the Holy Mysteries, tion of the Holy Cross. (Please (Morning) 1Cor. 1? 11226
March 207 2008: bring flowers for the Burial.) Mk.16:1-8
Readings: 1Cor. 11 - 23 - 32 8:30 p.m. Lenten Covered Dish 12:00 a.m. Midnight Liturgy.
) _ ) 11:00 a.m. Only Liturgy.
John 13 =1 - 11 oxirday of the Light, March 22",
Or Luke22:1-23 2008:
7:00 p.m. Liturgy of Washing of L _ ! ! "H#S
the Feet. Readings: |\R/Iortnt. 27 .1(;21166 % | |
8:00 p.m.-12:00 a.m. Eucharis- atl- - be- ) I "
tic Adoration 11:00 a.m. Prayer of Forgive- '
_ ' ness. & ! /
Good Friday, March 21%, 2008: Sundav. March 234 2008: /
Readings: Heb.12:12-21 el PP et ' ' /
John 19:31-37 Easter Sunday. "
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The Pagad
Coundl  will
hold its meet-
ing on
Wednesday, March 12th,
2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the rec-

tory, and the Sewarddip

Coundl meeting will be held

on Thursday, March 13th
2008. at 7:30 p.m. in the rec-
tory.

TheBuilding Gommitteawill

hold its meeting on Monday,
March 10th, 2008 at 7:30 p.m.
in therectory.

The Ladies Altar & Rosary
Sodety monthly meeting will

be held following the 9:50a.m
Rosary on Sunday, March

MYO of st. Joseph Church will
hold their monthly meeting on

Sunday, March oth at
12:15p.m. in the conference
Room.

' I for this
month will be held on Sunday,

March 30", following the 9:00 a.m.
Liturgy and Rosary.

Please remember to remain quiet
after the 9:00am Liturgy while the
Eucharist is exposed. Those arriving
for MCF and the 11:00a.m. Liturgy
should use the downstairs hall door
or therectory entrance.

ou are invited
for a delicious
breakfast pre-

pared by the Altar
& Rosary Society

both Liturgies.

( Remember
your loved ones with Easter Flow-
ers on the Altar. Flowers may be
given to honor someone living or in
memory of those who have died.
The name of the donor and loved
ones will be published in our
monthly News Letter.

Please contact Fr. Peter: (404) 525-
2504, or Madeline Shababy:
(770)271-0587, to donate today.

Don’t Forget

Daylight Savings Time

N . . of our parish on Sunday, h

\zlitdédzoos. All ladies are in- " gh 2008 following S.lncby, March 9h, 2008
o I I

Dd:keTrdning: Below is a entenC]’erltyProgam Our Lenten program during

revised training schedule from
now until the Inman Park Fes-
tival (April 25-27), and St. Jo-
seph Festival (May 4).
Sunday®training to start at
12:45 after Mass and team
meetings. Friday®training
after the Stations of the Cross
& Dinner.

Training Calendar:

Sunday: March 2nd, 9th and
30th. April 6th, and the final
rehearsal is April 13th.
Friday: March 7th, and 14th,

Many of you are already famil-
iar with the wonderful work
done at Birthright.

Birthright is an emergency
pregnancy service that helps
any girl or woman distressed
about an unplanned pregnancy.
When faced with an unplanned
pregnancy many women feel
they have no other choice but to
abort their unborn child. For
the past 35 years Birthright has
saved thousands of babies.
Birthright helps each woman
plan constructively for her fu-
ture.

this Holy Season of Lent will be
a little different this year:

We will be doing a baby bottle
drive. A baby bottle will be
provided to each student in the
MCF program (Therewill also
be extra bottles for adults also
wishing to participate.)

We are asking everyone to save
the money from whatever they
decide to ‘give up' for lent, and
store the money in the baby
bottle. All bottles will be col-
lected on Sunday, March 30th,
and will be given to Birthright.

N.B. Please make sure you
don’t lose the baby bottle, other-
wise we will be charged for any
lost bottles.




Finanaa Sanding

INCOME: FEBRUARY 2008
Collections Donations

3-February $1,948.00

4-February $195.00

9-February $122.00

10-January $1,782.00

Charity Appeal $333.00

17-February $745.00 $250.00

Charity Appeal $196.00

24-February $2,255.00

Charity Appeal $465.00

TOTAL $8,291.00

Other Income:

Breakfast: $688.00

MYA (Holy Grounds): $150.00

Ladies Dues: $84.00

Falafel Luncheon: $883.00

Flowers; $100.00

Total Other Income: $1,905.00

Grand Total: $10,196.00
EXPENSES:

Utilities, Salary, Stamps, Xeox Machine ($961.47),

Janitorial Maintenance, Priest's Insurance ($1,180.00),
Church & Office Supplies, Printing, Security System, As-
sessment ($750.00), Building I nsurance ($4,697.00), Flow-
ers, Miscellaneous.

Total Exp.: $14,983.63

BALANCE: -$4,787.63

L)

aster is coming.....the Annual Egg Hunt

preparations are under way! We will hold an
Easter Egg Hunt for our children on Easter
Sunday, March 23rd after the 11:00am Resur-
rection Liturgy. Rain or shine, bring your lit-
tle ones with a basket or bag to collect their
eggs. This year, we are asking each family to
give a donation to help cover the cost of the
Egg Hunt to Dany Dagher, or Father Peter.
Your kind donations of beautifully decorated
hard-boiled Easter Eggs will be gladly ac-
cepted on Easter Sunday!

In order togveadl aur children afair chanceto

patidpaein thefun, Fatha Paa will gve
the sgnd to bagin the egg hunt afte the
11:00amL.iturgy (No Exagations).

&

* % & ' +,,- carries through
Easter Sunday, March 23rd, 2008. Our assessment
for the Bishop's appeal this year is $3,000.00.
Please be generous and help us to reach our goal
($3,000.00). If we don't raise this amount, it must
be taken from the parish funds. Your charitable
contribution during lent is greatly appreciated.
We have collected $1,257.00 so far.

I & I'( The Holy See has asked
that the entire church, including Eastern Cathalic
Churches, support the work of the Franciscans in
their role as custodians of the holy places, where
Our Lord was born, died, was buried and rose from
the dead.

This collection will be taken on Good Friday,
March 21st. This collection also supports the
work of the Maronite Churchesin the Holy Land.




MARCH 2008

March Lectors:;
9:00am - Bo Boohaker
11:00am - Ziad Salameh O
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This was translated in Old High
German as eostarum. Regard-
less of the exact origin of the
term, the symbolism remains:
Christ is the sun that rises at
dawn - in the east.

During the
Middle Ages in Europe, people
in their new Easter clothes
would take a long walk after
Easter Mass. This was a kind
of procession preceded by a cru-
cifix or the Easter Candle. This
tradition was condemned by
Protestant cities in the United
States and around the world.

The Sacrificed
lamb was the key symbal of the
Passover Seder. It continued as
a symbol of Jesus, the Lamb of
God, slain and raised from the
dead to gain freedom for all
from the slavery of sin and
spiritual ignorance. The Easter
Lamb became an important
symbol in Christian art. It also
became popular to include the
symbol among Easter decora-
tions and to bake Easter breads
and cakes in the shape of a
lamb.

The egg has
become a popular Easter sym-
bol. Creation myths of many
ancient peoples center in a cos-
mogonic egg from which the
universe is born. The eqgg,
therefore, is a natural symboal,
not only of creation, but also of
re-creation and resurrection. In
ancient Egypt and Persia
friends exchanged decorated
eggs at the spring equinox, the
beginning of their new year.
These eggs were a symbol of fer-
tility for them because the com-

ing forth of a live creature from
an egg was so surprising to peo-
ple of ancient times. Christians
of the Near East adopted this
tradition, ant the Easter egg
became a religious symbol. It
represented the tomb from
which Jesus came forth to new
life. Because eggs were at one
time forbidden by the church's
lenten discipline of fasting and
abstinence, they were a precious
Easter food.

Easter eggs are usually given to
children, either in Easter bas-
kets or hidden for the children
to find. They are first boiled
and then dyed with bright col-
ors. Among some ethnic groups,
these eggs, usually with the
contents removed, are painted
with elaborate designs.

Easter does not
end abruptly. It begins a sea-
son. Like all major feastsin the
church year, it is celebrated
with an octave, a week-long fes-
tival. During the early centu-
ries, those who were baptized at
the Easter Vigil, would gather
daily during Easter Week for
further instructions in the
Christian faith. These special
instructions were called
8mystagogia.°

Little chil-
dren are usually told that the
Easter eggs are brought by the
Easter Bunny. Rabbits are part
of pre-Christian fertility sym-
bolism because of their reputa-
tion to reproduce rapidly. Its
association with Easter eggs
goes back several hundred years
to vague legends in Germany.
There the custom of making

candy rabbits also originated.
The Easter Bunny has never
had a religious meaning.

Easter lilies
did not exist in North Amer-
ica until about 100 years ago.
The white trumpet lily, which
blooms naturally in spring-
time, was introduced here
from Bermuda by Mrs. Tho-
mas P. Sargent. The popular
name 2Easter lilies® comes
from the fact that they bloom
around Easter time. They
have become associated with
Easter as much as poinset-
tias are with Christmas. In
early Christian art the lily is
a symbol of purity because of
its delicacy of form and its
whiteness. For the same rea-
son it serves well as a sym-
bol of resurrection.
(Condensed in parts from

“Catholic Customs & Tradi-
tions”")

Hosanna! Let us rejoice and
celebrate in the Trinity with
the heavenly Father — the
Father of Mercies — whose
Son was dead and now has
come back tolife! (Lk 15:31).

Truly Hels Risen!
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Fr. Peter E. Boulos, Pastor

We're on the Web!

WWWw.sjmcc.org

Sunday, March 2, 2008:

Sunday of the Paralytic.

Readings: 1Tim.5:24-6:5
Mark 2:1-12

* 9:00 a.m. Private Intentions.

* 11:00 am. For Toufic & Jamal

Saleh, requested by their son Elias

Saleh and family.

For Emile Dagher, requested by his
son Simon Dagher and family.

Sunday, March 9, 2008:

Sunday of the Blind Man.
Readings: 2Cor.10:1-7
Mk. 10 : 46 - 52
*9:00 am. For Sally LaFountain
(Aunt of Mary Ann Shamatta), re-
guested by Louise Ngjjar.
* 11:00 am. For Mimi Sayed re-
guested by her niece Mireille Teeny.

Sunday, March 16, 2008:

Hosanna (Palm) Sunday.
Readings: Phil.1:1-13

Jn. 12:12-22
* 9:00 a.m. For Elizabeth Ru-
manes and Chokrallah Chebib, re-
guested by their children Elizabeth
and Tony Chebib.
* 11:00 am. For of Joseph & Eve-
lyn Ashkouti, requested by Diane
Domit and family.

Sunday, March 23, 2008:
Great Sunday of Resurrection

Readings:

(Midnight) Phil.2:1-11
Mat. 28: 1- 10

(Morning) 1Cor.15:12-26
Mk.16:1-8

*12:00 am. Midnight Liturgy.
*11:00 a.m. Only Liturgy.

Ease Liturges will be ofaed
far theintetions o . Josgoh's
parishionas bath living and de-
ol

Sunday, Mar ch 30, 200:

New Sunday. (Divine Mercy Sunday)
Readings: 2Cor.5:11-21
Jn. 20:26-31

* 9:00 am. For Johnny Shikany
(brother of Michael Shikany), re-
guested by Johnny & Y vonne Sgjem.
* 11:00 am. For Akel & Olga
Sayegh, requested by their daughter
Najat Sayegh Nasr, and for Nabil
Sayegh at the request of his sister Na-
jat Sayegh.
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