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(Canon Dr . Fr. Daniel Meynen) 

LITURGIES: 
Sunday  

9:00 &  11:00AM 
Weekday 12:00PM 
Saturday 5:00PM 
Holy Day 7:00PM 

Religious Education:  
S u n d a y : 9 : 5 0 A . M . -  
10:50A.M.  
(Will resume on Sunday, 
March 30, 2008) 

Confessions:  Before Lit-
urgy and upon request. 

Communion Calls:  For 
hospitalized, shut-in, suffer-
ing from a long illness.  Call 
the priest. 

Anointing:  Call the priest 
for the Sacrament of the 
sick. 

Baptism:  Baptism and 
Confirmation arrangements 
must be made six weeks in 
advance.  Call the priest. 

Crowning:  Marr iage ar-
rangements must be made at 
least six months in advance.  
Bride or groom must be a 
registered member of the 
parish.   

Holy Orders:  If you would 
like to serve God by preach-
ing His Word, by celebrat-
ing the Sacraments and by 
serving those in need, you 
may have a vocation to the 
priesthood.  Why not speak 
to a priest today or contact 
the Vocation Office @ 
(412) 278-0841 

502 Seminole Avenue, NE, Atlanta, GA  30307-1418 
Rectory: (404)525-2504; Hall :(404)582-9181; Fax : (404) 589-1744 
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E-Mail : sjmcc@sjmcc.org  ;  Web Site: www.sjmcc.org  

FR. PETER E. BOULOS, PASTOR 

Special Easter Issue 
March 23, 2008 
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In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-In order to give all our children a fair chance to par-
ticipate in the fun, ticipate in the fun, ticipate in the fun, ticipate in the fun, Father Peter will give the signal Father Peter will give the signal Father Peter will give the signal Father Peter will give the signal 
to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No to begin the egg hunt after the 11:00am Liturgy (No 
Exceptions.)Exceptions.)Exceptions.)Exceptions.) 

Thank you for  your understanding and cooperation. 
Bishop’s Appeal 2008:Bishop’s Appeal 2008:Bishop’s Appeal 2008:Bishop’s Appeal 2008:  Our assessment for the 
Bishop’s appeal this year is $3,000.00.  Please be generous 
and help us to reach our goal ($3,000.00).  Today, Easter 
Sunday March 23rd is the last day, and if we don’ t raise 
this amount, it must be taken from the parish funds.  We 
have collected $2,107.00 so far. 

���� enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  enten Charity Program:  Our Lenten program 
during this Holy Season of Lent was a little different this 

year: 
We will be doing a baby bottle dr ive.  A baby bottle was 
provided to each student in the MCF  program and to adults 
who wished to participate.   
Every one was asked to save the money from whatever they 
decide to ‘give up’  for lent, and store the money in the baby 
bottle.   
All bottles MUST be collected next Sunday, March 30th,and 
will be given to Birthright. 
N.B.  Please make sure you bring the baby bottle back next 
Sunday (Full or Empty), otherwise we will be charged for 
any lost bottles. 
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The Easter flowers on the main altar, the 
Virgin Mary, and St. Joseph altar were 
donated  
by the following people: 

·  Joseph & Myrle Shediack in Memory of  Anne Leamy 
&  Ida Shediack. 

·  Marie DiPaola in Memory of  her sister Kay Adragna. 
·  Josephine Ross in Memory of Benjamin Ross.   
·  Cecilia Romero in Memory of the Romero  &  Mu� iz 

families. 
·  Louise Najjar in Memory of Ernest Naj jar . 
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Great Sunday of the Resur rection, March 23, 2008: 
Easter Sunday. 
Readings: (Midnight) Phil. 2 : 1 - 11 
    Mat. 28 : 1 - 10 
  (Morning) 1Cor . 15 : 12 - 26  
    Mk. 16 : 1 – 8 

·  12:00 a.m. MIDNIGHT L ITURGY. 
·  11:00 a.m.  ONLY L ITURGY. 

Easter Liturgies will be offered for the intentions of 
St. Joseph’s parishioners both living and deceased. 
Sunday, March 30, 2008: 
New Sunday (Divine Mercy Sunday) 
Readings: 2Cor . 5 : 1 - 21  
  Jn. 20 : 26 - 31 

·  9:00 a.m.  Private Intentions. 
·  11:00 a.m.  For the intentions of  Tony Rouhana. 

Sunday, Apr il 6, 2008: 
3rd Sunday of Resurrection 
Readings: 2Tim. 2 : 8 - 13  
  Lk. 24 : 13 - 35 

·  9:00 a.m.  For the members of Jerome Costa family 
both living and deceased.. 

·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intentions. 
 

 lease remember in your prayers the 
sick, the suffering and the elderly of our 
community, especially  Eva Solomon, 
Almas Tanory, L isa Nasser , Susan 

Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Francois 
Khalil, Rober t Hartle, Samy Chahrour i, Tony Rouhana, 
and Oscar  Saad. 
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 Christ' s resurrection was the sign of new beginnings: a springtime.  This theme was 
part of the evolution of the Passover long before the Exodus from Egypt.  The ancestors of the 
Jews had celebrated a springtime festival of the first fruits of their planting with a sacrifice of 
grains and breads, and the first fruits of their flocks with a sacrifice of lambs.  Under the 
direction of Moses these feasts were combined as an annual memorial of the mystery of their 
escape from Egypt, and the passing over them by the angel of death. 
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 From very early times the baptism of new Christians took place dur-
ing this annual ritual.  This practice evolved because of the intimate bond between the resurrec-
tion of Jesus to new life and the new birth of the baptized.  This Easter theme of new life has 
overtones of fertility.  Other religious movements were popular.  These were the pagan fertility cults.  There is little evi-
dence that Christianity deliberately borrowed beliefs and practices from these cults.  It is natural, however, that it be influ-
enced by these cults just as it is always influenced by the real world in which in thrives. 
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 In almost every language except English, the name for this annual memorial of the resurrec-
tion is some form of the word “Passover”  (for example, Pasch, from the Hebrew Pesach, “Passover” .) 
When Christianity arrived in the north countries, its springtime celebration of the resurrection received a new name from 
the Teutonic people, a name used today by English-speaking people: Easter.  At one time it was thought that this name 
came from an Anglo-Saxon spring goddess, Eoster.  This is how Venerable Bede (d. 735) explained it.  However, there is 
doubt that a goddess ever existed.  A better explanation lies in people' s misunderstanding of a Latin phrase for Easter 
Week, week “ in white vestments”  (albis,) thinking it was the plural of alba the Latin idiom for “dawn.”   This was trans-
lated in Old High German as eostarum.  Regardless of the exact origin of the term, the symbolism remains:  Christ is the 
sun that rises at dawn - in the east. 

(Continued on page 4) 
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“ Your day resembles You O Lord, for it is a lover of human beings… It returns to visit us again and again.  It knows that 
humanity is needy… Your day is a treasury of medicines… A storehouse of benefits… On Your day grant my request for 
life…”  

St. Ephrem Hmns of the Nativity n.4 (translated by Kathleen McVey) 
Brothers and Sisters in Chr ist, 
The “day” referred to in St. Ephrem's beautiful hymn is that of Christ' s birth in the winter as well as His resurrection in 
the spring.  Both days, Ephrem remarks, are filled with treasures for us.  Yet in everyone of Christ' s feasts, when we cele-
brate God' s action in our lives and in history, He bestows upon us, in a hidden yet real way, His blessings and peace. 

When the Church celebrates the “day of the Lord” the power and grace of God abides with and among us.  This is most 
certainly true of Easter, called by our Liturgy “ the day above all other days.”   For on this day the Father raised His son, 
Jesus, from the dead, defeated our twin enemies of sin and death, and set us free to live in and for Him. 

Although each day seems the be like the next—the sun rises and sets, people go about doing what they want nonetheless, 
there is something different about a “day” in which God acts in history and makes all things new, a day unlike any other 
day.  On Easter, God destroyed the power that death had over us and altered the history of the world.  This is “ the day that 
the Lord has made” (Psalm 118:24).  This is our Easter, a day that brings peace and meaning to our all too mundane lives. 

On this day filled with hope and wonder, Bishop Shaheen and I extend to each of you our heartfelt love and prayers.  As 
we celebrate the gift of our Lord Jesus Christ, risen from the dead, we hope that you and your loved ones will know and 
experience firsthand His blessing and peace. 

The Lord is Risen.  He is truly Risen. 

Happy Easter 
Sincerely yours in Christ, 
+ Gregory J. Mansour 
Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn 
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� he season of Resurrection opens with the week that has been known by different names in the Liturgy: 
Week of Resurrection, Easter Week, Week of the Renewal, and last but not least, “ Week of Hawareyeen.”   
However, the name most commonly applied to it is “ Week of Hawareyeen.”   The word suggests the idea of 
ªWhiteº and ªjustification.º  It refers either to the angels at the empty tomb (who announced His 
resurrection, clothed in white,) or to the Lord' s disciples (who believed in His resurrection and thus, were 
clothed in ªjustificationº) or also to the newly baptized members of the Church (clothed both in white at 
this time of the year and in justification through the baptismal waters.) 
During this week the liturgy dwells on the apparitions of the risen Lord to His disciples.  According to 

apostolic tradition, these first apparitions were considered as solid and undeniable signs of the resurrection, confirming the 
shaking faith of the disciples, and, revealing the mysterious dimensions and consequences of the ªgreat event.º 
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 During the Middle Ages in Europe, people in their new Easter clothes would take a long 
walk after Easter Mass.  This was a kind of procession preceded by a crucifix or the Easter Candle.  This tradition was 
condemned by Protestant cities in the United States and around the world.
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 Easter does not end abruptly.  It begins a season.  Like all major feasts in the church year, it is 
celebrated with an octave, a week-long festival.  During the early centuries, those who were baptized at the Easter Vigil, 
would gather daily during Easter Week for further instructions in the Christian faith.  These special instructions were 
called ªmystagogia.º   

� � � �� � 
 � � � � 	
 The Sacrificed lamb was the key symbol of the Passover Seder.  It continued as a symbol of 
Jesus, the Lamb of God, slain and raised from the dead to gain freedom for all from the slavery of sin and spiritual igno-
rance.  The Easter Lamb became an important symbol in Christian art.  It also became popular to include the symbol 
among Easter decorations and to bake Easter breads and cakes in the shape of a lamb. 
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 The egg has become a popular Easter symbol.  Creation myths of many ancient peoples cen-
ter in a cosmogonic egg from which the universe is born.  The egg, therefore, is a natural symbol, not only of creation, 
but also of re-creation and resurrection.  In ancient Egypt and Persia friends exchanged decorated eggs at the spring equi-
nox, the beginning of their new year.  These eggs were a symbol of fertility for them because the coming forth of a live 
creature from an egg was so surprising to people of ancient times.  Christians of the Near East adopted this tradition, and 
the Easter egg became a religious symbol.  It represented the tomb from which Jesus came forth to new life.  Because 
eggs were at one time forbidden by the church' s Lenten discipline of fasting and abstinence, they were a precious Easter 
food.  Easter eggs are usually given to children, either in Easter baskets or hidden for the children to find.  They are first 
boiled and then dyed with bright colors.  Among some ethnic groups, these eggs, usually with the contents removed, are 
painted with elaborate designs.   
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 Little children are usually told that the Easter eggs are brought by the Easter Bunny.  
Rabbits are part of pre-Christian fertility symbolism because of their reputation to reproduce rapidly.  It' s association 
with Easter eggs goes back several hundred years to vague legends in Germany.  There the custom of making candy rab-
bits also originated.  The Easter Bunny has never had a religious meaning. 
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 Easter lilies did not exist in North America until about 100 years ago.  The white trumpet 
lily, which blooms naturally in springtime, was introduced here from Bermuda by Mrs. Thomas P. Sargent.  The popular 
name ªEaster liliesº comes from the fact that they bloom around Easter time.  They have become associated with Easter 
as much as poinsettias are with Christmas.  In early Christian art the lily is a symbol of purity because of its delicacy of 
form and its whiteness.  For the same reason it serves well as a  symbol of Resurrection. 

(Condensed in parts from “ Catholic Customs &  Traditions” ) 
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