
 

Father Peter E. Boulos, PastorFather Peter E. Boulos, PastorFather Peter E. Boulos, PastorFather Peter E. Boulos, Pastor    

502 Seminole Avenue, NE, Atlanta, GA  30307-1418 
Rectory: (404)525-2504; Hall :(404)582-9181; Fax : (404) 589-1744   

� ��� �� � � � 	 
 � � �� � �
 � � � � � � � � �� � �� ��
� � � � � ��� � � � � �� � � � � � � � �

E-Mail : sjmcc@sjmcc.org  ;  Web Site: www.sjmcc.org  

� � � � � � �� 	 
 � � � � � � 	
 � � � �� � � � �	 
 � � �� � 
 �� � � �� � �� � � � � �� � � �� �� � � � �� � � � � � � �

 After Jesus returned to Capernaum.  The news of His coming immedi-
ately spread abroad.  Life in Palestine was very public.  In the morning the door 
of the house was opened and anyone who wished might come out and in.  The 
door was never shut unless a man deliberately wished for privacy; an open door 
meant an open invitation for all to come in.  In those houses, there was no en-
trance hall; the door opened directly on to the street.  So, in no time, a crowd 
had filled the house to capacity and jammed the space around the door; and 
they were eagerly listening to what Jesus had to say.  Into this crowd came four 
men carrying on a stretcher a friend of theirs who was paralyzed.  They could 
not get through the crowd at all, but they were men of resource.  The roof of a 
Palestinian house was flat, and so usually there was an outside stair which ascended to it. 
 Jesus emphasizes the connection between faith and the forgiveness of sins.  The people who 
brought in the paralytic show their faith in Christ, and this faith moves Jesus to forgive the man’s sins.  
He looked at the man, “Child” , He said, “your sins are forgiven.”   It may seem an odd way to begin a 
cure.  But in Palestine, in the time of Jesus, it was natural and inevitable.  The Jews connected sin and 
suffering.  They argued that if a man was suffering he must have sinned.  The Rabbis had a saying, 
“There is no sick man healed of his sickness until all his sins have been forgiven him.”   To the Jews a sick 
man was a man with whom God was angry.   The first thing that Jesus said to him was, “Child God is not 
angry with you.  It’s all right.”   It was like speaking to a frightened child in the dark.  The burden of the 
terror of God and estrangement from God rolled from his heart, and that very fact made the cure all but 
complete.  We should question how God views our faith: The faith of these people leads to the physical 
and spiritual curing of this man; we should notice also that one person’s need can be helped by the merits 
of another. 
 In this man’s physical paralysis St. Jerome sees a type or figure of spiritual paralysis: the cripple 
was unable to return to God by his own efforts.  Jesus, God and man, cured him of both kinds of paraly-
sis.  Jesus’  words to the paralytic - “Your sins are forgiven” - reflect the fact that his pardon involves a 
personal encounter with Christ; the same happens in the sacrament of Penance. 
 In the story of the paralytic today, we find a number of indicators of Jesus’  divinity: He forgives 
sins, He can read the human heart and has the power to instantly cure physical illness.  The scribes know 
that only God can forgive sins; this is why they take issue with our Lord’s statement and call it blasphe-
mous.  They require a sign to prove the truth of what He says.  And Jesus offers them a sign: thus just as 
no one can deny that the paralytic has been cured, so no one can reasonably deny that he has been for-
given his sins.  Christ, God and man, exercised power to forgive sins, and in His infinite mercy, He chose 
to extend this power to His Church.. 
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N.B.  Please make sure you don’ t lose the baby bottle, otherwise we will be charged for any lost bottles. 

The Building Committee The Building Committee The Building Committee The Building Committee will hold its meeting on Monday, March 10th, 2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the 
rectory. 

The Pastoral Council he Pastoral Council he Pastoral Council he Pastoral Council will hold its meeting on Wednesday, March 12th, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the 

rectory, and thethethethe Stewardship CouncilStewardship CouncilStewardship CouncilStewardship Council meeting will be held on Thursday, March 13th, 2007. at 
7:30 p.m. in the rectory. 

The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society monthly meeting will be held today following the 9:50a.m 
Rosary.  All ladies are invited. 

� ou are invited for a delicious breakfast prepared by the Altar & Rosary Society of our parish on Sun-
day, March 9th, 2008 following both L iturgies. 

MYO MYO MYO MYO of St. Joseph Church will hold their monthly meeting on Sunday, March 9th, at 12:15p.m. in the 
Conference Room. 
�

�
�  For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage.  May their 
missions always be for honorable and just causes.  Help them protect and defend the 
rights of the innocent.  Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home.  
When they are in harm's way, protect them from injury;  We pray to the Lord. 

�  For the conversion of those who mock the beliefs of people who work to preserve the right to life;  We 
pray to the Lord. 

�  For all those involved in abortion in any way that they may turn to God for forgiveness and join the effort 
to promote the right to life;  We pray to the Lord. 

�  For all who face an unwanted pregnancy that they may open their hearts in love for the unborn child;  We 
pray to the Lord. 

�  For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially  Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory, 
L isa Nasser , Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Francois Khalil, Robert Har tle, 
Samy Chahrour i, Tony Rouhana, and Oscar  Saad. 



 

    Lenten Devotions & Dinner:  Every Friday during Lent, at 7:00 p.m. the Stations of the 
Cross and the Adoration of the Cross will be celebrated.  During the season of Lent, we are called 
to draw nearer to Jesus, who gave His ALL for us. 
Lenten Dinner will be served every Friday afterwards in the church hall.  All attendees have the 
duty to help by cleaning up their  own areas after  dinner .   You are urged to share our family 

dinners. 

���� aster Flowers:  aster Flowers:  aster Flowers:  aster Flowers:  Remember your loved ones with Easter Flowers on the Altar.  Flowers may be 
given to honor someone living or in memory of those who have died.  The name of the donor and loved 
ones will be published in our monthly News Letter.   
Please contact Fr. Peter: (404) 525-2504, or Madeline Shababy: (770)271-0587, to donate today. 

Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Dabke Training:  Below is a revised training schedule from now until the Inman Park Festival (April 
25-27), and St. Joseph Festival (May 4). 
Sunday©s training to start at 12:45 after Mass and team meetings.  Friday©s training after the Stations of the 
Cross & Dinner. 
Training Calendar:   
Sunday: March 2nd, 9th, and 30th.  April 6th, and the final rehearsal is April 13th. 
Fr iday:  March 7th, and 14th.  
 
 
 
 
 

DIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIES    

THIS SUNDAY, MARCH 2, 2008   REQUESTED BY 

9:00 AM         Private Intentions     
11:00 AM For Toufic & Jamal Saleh  Their son Elias Saleh and family. 
              For Emile Dagher   His son Simon Dagher. 

NEXT SUNDAY, MARCH 9, 2008 
 9:00 AM    For Sally LaFountain   Louise Najjar.  
11:00 AM Private Intentions 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

RELIGIOUS CLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M. 

COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from a long illness.  Call the Priest. 

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick. 

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in 
advance. 

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.  
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish.  Call the 
Priest. 

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by 
celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a 
vocation to the priesthood.  Why not speak to a priest today or contact 
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841�


