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 � � �(Rom. 11 : 25 - 36 / Matt. 28 : 16 - 20) 

 The sign of the cross is a simple sacramental in the Church, yet it is a most 
powerful prayer. 

 The sign of the cross expresses our belief in two of the most important 
mysteries of our faith; our redemption and the Blessed Trinity.  The sign of the 
cross is used to begin and to end other prayers.  The priest uses it to confer the 
Sacrament of Reconciliation.  He pours water over the head of an infant in baptism 
and baptizes in the name of the Trinity.  Likewise in the anointing of the sick, the 
priest anoints the sick person in the name of the Blessed Trinity, making the sign of the cross as he does. 

 Today is the feast of the Most Blessed Trinity.  The Holy Trinity is the foundation stone of our faith.  The 
Trinity expresses our belief that there is one God but in God there are separate and distinct Persons, the 
Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.  These three Persons are separate and distinct Persons, yet each Per-
son has the same divine nature.  Each of the three Persons is all powerful or omnipotent.  Each is eternal.  
Each Person knows all things.  Each of the three Persons is absolutely perfect.  All three Persons are re-
sponsible for the work of the creation of the world.  All three Persons brought about the sanctification of 
men.  Our motive for believing in the Trinity is not that we fully understand it.  In fact it is a mystery 
which is beyond our capability of understanding.�
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  Homily of St. Gregory Nazianzen  

 What Catholics do not know is that the Father is truly Father, that the Son is truly Son, and that 
the Holy Spirit is truly the Holy Spirit.  In such words the Lord Himself spoke to the Apostles: “Go, bap-
tize all nations in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”   This is the perfect Trin-
ity, consisting in that unity which we profess to be a unity of substance. 

 For we make no division in God according to the flesh; but according to the power of the divine 
nature, which does not consist in matter, we believe that the respective persons truly exist and we testify 
also to the unity of the Godhead.  Nor do we hold, as some have thought, that the Son of God is the exten-
sion of one part from the other; neither do we say that He is a word without substance, as the mere sound 
of a voice, but we believe that the three persons are of one essence, and of one majesty and power. 

 And consequently we confess that there is but one God, because the unity of His majesty forbids 
His being named by a word signifying plurality, that is Gods.  We, as all Catholics, speak of a Father and 
of a Son, but we cannot and must not say there are two Gods.  Not that the Son of God is not God, for He 
is indeed true God of true God; but because we know that the Son of God is from no other source that the 
one Father Himself; hence we say there is one God.  This the prophets, this the Apostles have handed 
down; this the Lord Himself taught, saying: “ I and the Father are one.”   The one (unum) refers to the unity 
of the Godhead, as I have mentioned: the are (sumus) designates the Persons.�
 
 
�

May 18, 2008 Season of Pentecost 



 

Miscellaneous Events & Announcements 
MYA MYA MYA MYA of St. Joseph Church will hold their monthly meeting today, Sunday, May 18th, at 12:15p.m. in the 
Dining Room. 
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 �     End of Year Party:  We would like to invite everyone to join us on Sunday, May 18th, 2008, 
as we celebrate this year’s Maronite Christian Formation (MCF) program, it’ s students, teachers and adminis-
trators.  The party will be held at 10:00am. in the church social hall.�
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 for  this month will be held on Sunday, May 25th, following the 9:00 a.m. Liturgy 
and Rosary.   
Please remember to remain quiet after the 9:00 a.m. Liturgy while the Eucharist is exposed. 

� � � � 	 � ucharistic Congress:  Archbishop Wilton D. Gregory invites you to the 2008 
Eucharistic Congress on Friday evening, June 20 and all day Saturday, June 21 at the Georgia 
International Convention Center in Atlanta (near the Airport).  Friday evening will feature a 
Healing Service and the REVIVE track for Young Adults.  Saturday’s events will include sev-
eral tracks with inspirational presentations by internationally known speakers and the day will 
conclude with the Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m.  This is a free event, no tickets or reservations are 

required.  For more information please go to www.archatl.com/congress or contact Veronica Diaz at 
vdiaz@archatl.com or 404-978-2766. 
We, at St. Joseph Maronite Church, are preparing a group to represent our church in this year’s Eucharistic 
Congress.  If you would like to be part of that group or to volunteer, please contact Cecilia Romero @ 404-
372-8148 or Tresa Van Huesen  @ 404-627-2285. 

���� ummer  Liturgies:  � � � �� � � �	 
 � � � � � 
 � � �	 
 � 
 � 
 ���� � 
 � � � � 
 � � 	 � � � 
 � � �� � �	 
 � � �� �� 
 � � ��� � � � �
� � 	 
 � � �
 ����
� � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � � � 
 � � ��� �� � �� �� �� � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � � � 
 � � ��� �� � �� �� �� � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � � � 
 � � ��� �� � �� �� �� � �� � � � � �� � � �� 	 � � � 
 � � ��� �� � �� �� �����
� � � � � � ���� � � � � � ���� � � � � � ���� � � � � � ��� � �� � �� �� � �� � �� �� � �� � �� �� � �� � �� �� ��! � �� �� ��� � � � ��� "� � � �#� � 
 � ��! � �� �� ��� � � � ��� "� � � �#� � 
 � ��! � �� �� ��� � � � ��� "� � � �#� � 
 � ��! � �� �� ��� � � � ��� "� � � �#� � 
 � � ���� ���� ���� ���� � ����$� � � � �� �� � ����$� � � � �� �� � ����$� � � � �� �� � ����$� � � � �� � �	�	�	�	 %�&� � ' �%�&� � ' �%�&� � ' �%�&� � ' � ����
( 	 
 �� 
 � � �� � �� � � � � � �� ��� � � � �� � 	 
 � � �
 �� ) �� � �* �  �� � � �� �� �
 ����� 
 � � � 
 �$� � � � �� +( 	 
 �� 
 � � �� � �� � � � � � �� ��� � � � �� � 	 
 � � �
 �� ) �� � �* �  �� � � �� �� �
 ����� 
 � � � 
 �$� � � � �� +( 	 
 �� 
 � � �� � �� � � � � � �� ��� � � � �� � 	 
 � � �
 �� ) �� � �* �  �� � � �� �� �
 ����� 
 � � � 
 �$� � � � �� +( 	 
 �� 
 � � �� � �� � � � � � �� ��� � � � �� � 	 
 � � �
 �� ) �� � �* �  �� � � �� �� �
 ����� 
 � � � 
 �$� � � � �� +�	�	�	�	 %�&� � ' �%�&� � ' �%�&� � ' �%�&� � ' � �

45454545thththth    Annual Maronite Convention in Somerset, NJ:  Annual Maronite Convention in Somerset, NJ:  Annual Maronite Convention in Somerset, NJ:  Annual Maronite Convention in Somerset, NJ:   
The 45th Annual Maronite Convention, sponsored by the National Apostolate of Maronites and hosted by 
St. Sharbel Church of Somerset, NJ.  The event will be held July 2-6, 2008 at the beautiful Doubletree 
Hotel in Somerset. 
The convention theme, Journey through Faith, will be the guiding principal throughout the convention 
weekend.  From captivating workshops and lectures, to Multimedia rooms playing significant DVDs 
around th hour to exciting displays and exhibits in the hospitality suite. 
The 2008 Maronite Convention promises to be entertaining as well as spiritually educational to all ages.  
Mark your calendars and save the date because we are looking forward to seeing you in the Garden State. 
Room Rate:  NAM Registrants pay $112.00 per night (sing / dbl / trip / quad).   
Register now!  The deadline is June 9th, 2008.  Then prices increase!  
Main Hotel:  Call the Doubletree Hotel &  Executive Meeting Center at (732)469-2600. Second Hotel:  
Call the Crowne Plaza Hotel (732)560-0500 for room reservation. 

 �  For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage.  May their missions 
always be for honorable and just causes.  Help them protect and defend the rights of the 
innocent.  Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home.  When they are in 
harm’s way, protect them from injury;  We pray to the Lord. 

�  For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially: Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory, 
L isa Nasser, Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Francois Khalil, Robert Har tle, 
Samy Chahrour i, Tony Rouhana, and Oscar Saad. 



 


 � � 	 Conference 2008:  Conference 2008:  Conference 2008:  Conference 2008:  This year' s 2008 Maronite Youth Conference will take place at Wash-
ington University in St. Louis, MO on Tuesday July 15th thru Sunday, July 20th, 2008. 
The deadline for  applications is May 23rd, 2008.  APPLICATIONS RECEIVED AFTER MAY 23rd, 
2008, WILL BE SUBJECT TO A $100 LATE FEE PER APPLICATION, AND NO APPLICA-
TION WILL BE ACCEPTED AFTER JUNE 20th, 2008 - NO EXCEPTIONS!  
The cost of this year' s conference  is $350.00 per person (double occupancy) and $450.00 per person 
(single occupancy - adults only).  This includes room and board, meals and any outside costs (t-shirts, 
other activities, etc.)  
REMINDERS:   
�   NO APPLICATIONS WILL BE ACCEPTED WITHOUT THE PASTOR’S SIGNATURE. 
�  $150.00 PER PERSON IS REQUIRED TO BE PAID TO ST. JOSEPH MARONITE CHURCH 
WITH THE SUBMISSION OF THE APPLICATION. 

 ���� irst Holy Communion:  irst Holy Communion:  irst Holy Communion:  irst Holy Communion:  On Saturday, May 10th, 2008, at 2:00 p.m., St. Joseph Maronite Church 
celebrated with twelve of our children as they received the Holy Mystery of the Eucharist for the first time!  
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' � � � ��� demonstrated they were fully prepared and passed their tests.  During the Liturgy, each of the children 
presented their own original petitions, read the Epistle and the Creed, shared the Kiss of Peace, and presented 
the gifts to Aboona Peter.   
A reception with cake and juice was held in the Hall directly following the Liturgy. 
Congratulations to the First Communicants and their parents and teachers on a job well done! 
 

 DIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIES    

THIS SUNDAY, MAY 18, 2008   REQUESTED BY 

9:00 AM             For Anthony DiPaola &  Joseph Deluca. Marie DiPaola.    
11:00 AM  40 Day Memorial for Alice Najm  Her son Kamal Najm and family. 

NEXT SUNDAY, MAY 25, 2008 
 9:00 AM            For Sam Solomon    Eva & Gary Solomon.  
11:00 AM   Private Intentions. 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in peace. 
         
 �

RELIGIOUS CLASSES Will resume in August 2008. 

COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from a long illness.  Call the Priest. 

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick. 

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in 
advance. 

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.  
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish.  Call the 
Priest. 

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by 
celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a 
vocation to the priesthood.  Why not speak to a priest today or contact 
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841�


