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LITURGIES: 

Sunday 9:00 &  11:00AM 
Weekday  12:00PM 

Saturday  5:00PM 

Holy Day  7:00PM 

Religious Education:   
 Every Sunday: 9:50 - 10:50A.M.  

Confessions:  Before Liturgy and 
upon request. 

Communion Calls:  For hospital-
ized, shut-in, suffering from a long 
illness.  Call the priest. 

Anointing:  Call the priest for the 
Sacrament of the sick. 

Baptism:  Baptism and Confirma-
tion arrangements must be made six 
weeks in advance.  Call the priest. 

Crowning:  Marriage arrangements 
must be made at least six months in 
advance.  Bride or groom must be a 
registered member of the parish.   

H oly Or der s:  I f you would 
l ike to serve God by preaching 
His Word, by celebrat ing the 
Sacraments and by serving 
those in need, you may have a 
vocat ion to the pr iesthood.  
Why not  speak to a pr iest  to-
day or  contact  the Vocat ion 
Office @ (412) 278-0841 

� � �� �� � � � 	 
�� 	 �
 � ��� �
� 
 � � � � ��
 � �
� 
 � �� �� 
 � �� �� � � � �� � � � �

� �

� 	 � � � �� 
 �� � ����� 	 � �
� 	 � �� �
 � � �� � �
 � � 
 � ! �� 
 

� � ��
 � �

" �

#� � ��� �$� %�� ! � ��
&�� 	 � � �	 
�� � 
� �
&��� ��� 
 
� �� 
 %%� � �
 � �

� �

' � 	 ���� ��� � �$
 � 	 �� (� � �

� 
 � �� 
� �� 	 
� � ! 	 �� ) �

*� +	 � � � � �, �� � ! ��� ��	 � � 	 � �
&
 
 ! �&� � ��� 	 
�&
� � ��

- �

*��� �� �� � ��� �� �� 
 � �� � � �

*� +	 � � � � �&
 
 ! �&� ���� 	 
�
� � � � �. � � � 	 ������ �� 
 � � �� � � �

" �

I nsi de t h i s i ssue: 

� espite the great impor-
tance and influence of the 
early church’s belief in the 
ascension of Christ, it is 
described explicitly in the 
New Testament only twice.  
In Acts, after the Resur-
rected Christ reminded His 
Apostles that they will be 
empowered by the Holy 
Spirit, He was “ lifted up, 
and a cloud took Him out 
of their sight”  (Acts 1.9). 

 In the Hellenistic 
world the ascent of  a king, 
prophet, hero, or holy man 
to the heavens, the place of 
the gods, was a well known 
motif dignifying the divine 
status of the one who as-
cended.  Under the influ-
ence of Platonism, all hu-
man souls were believed to 
be immortal and returned to 
the heavens when cleansed 
of their mortal attachments.  
Christ’ s ascension similarly 
demonstrated His divinity, 
but more importantly, 
through the church’s pro-
phetic interpretation of the 
Jewish scriptures, ascen-
sion of Christ also signaled 
the beginning of a messi-
anic kingdom and the em-
powerment of Christ’ s fol-
lowers by virtue of their 
identification with Him 
through the rite of Baptism. 

 T he ear l i est 
kerygma of the church pro-
claimed not only Christ’ s 
Resurrection but also His 
ascension into heaven and 

enthronement at God’s right 
hand.  Christians celebrated 
the inauguration of this mes-
sianic kingdom and the mor-
tality of the present age, for 
when Christ was given do-
minion over the demonic 
powers of this age, so were 
the members of His church.   

 The authors of the 
New Testament believed 
that Psalm 110, celebrating 
the king seated at the right 
hand of God, referred to the 
ascended and victorious 
Christ who was exalted over 
all heavenly powers. 

� � � �� � � � ��		
� he word Pentecost (Greek 
“ Fiftieth” ) appears as one of 
the designations of the “ feast 
of weeks”  (Exod. 34:22; 
Deut. 16.10,) which comes 
between Passover and 
Tabernacles.  In the 
Hellenistic period, the feast 
also called for renewal of 
the covenant God made with 
Noah (Gen. 9:8-17)  Later, 
after the destruction of the 
Temple in 70, the feast 
began to lose its agricultural 
association and became 

linked with Israel’s sacred 
history by celebrating the 
giving of the Torah on Sinai. 
Luke gives new significance 
to the f i rst Pentecost 
following the Resurrection 
and Ascension of Jesus.  For 
Luke (Acts 2) it is the 
fulfil lment of Jesus’  promise 
that His followers would 
receive power when the Holy 
Spirit would come upon them.  
Luke does not tell us where 
the followers of Jesus were 
assembled when the Spirit 
came, but the subsequent 
scene seems to be in the 
Temple court.  The Spirit’ s 
coming was attended by 
“sound like the rush of a 
violent wind”  filling the house 
where they were gathered, and 
is marked by the appearance 
of “ tongues, as of fire,”  then 
the apostles “ were filled with 
the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak in other languages”  
(Acts 2:2-4). 
For Luke, what happens at 
Pentecost is a promise of what 
will happen among all the 
nations when the gospel will 
be preached to the gentiles. 
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State. 
Room Rate:  NAM Registrants pay 
$112.00 per night (sing / dbl / trip / 
quad).   
Register now!  The deadline is June 
9th, 2008.  Then prices increase!  
Main Hotel:  Call the Doubletree 
Hotel &  Executive Meeting Center 
at (732)469-2600 for room reserva-
tion. 
Second Hotel:  Call the Crowne 
Plaza Hotel (732)560-0500 for room 
reservation. 
The reservation rate is under the 
name of “ National Apostolate of Ma-
ronites.”   You must be registered for 
the NAM Convention to get the spe-
cial room rate.   
Con vent i on  Rat e: 
Adult (18 &  over): The Full Pack-
age (Wednesday-Sunday) is $275 
Pre-Reg., $305 Late Reg., the Long 
Weekend (Thursday-Sunday) is $250 
Pre-Reg., $290 Late Reg., and the 
Weekend (Friday-Sunday) is $200 
Pre-Reg., $250 Late Reg., and 
(Saturday-Sunday) is $125 Pre-Reg., 
&185 Late Reg. 
Youth (ages 12-18): The Full Pack-
age (Wednesday-Sunday) is $240 
Pre-Reg., $270 Late Reg., the Long 
Weekend (Thursday-Sunday) is $220 
Pre-Reg., $260 Late Reg., and the 

Weekend (Friday-Sunday) is $180 
Pre-Reg., $230 Late Reg., and 
(Saturday-Sunday) is $100 Pre-Reg., 
$160 Late Reg. 
Children (ages 5-11): The Full 
Package (Wednesday-Sunday) is 
$140 Pre-Reg., $170 Late Reg., the 
Long Weekend (Thursday-Sunday) 
is $125 Pre-Reg., $165 Late Reg., 
and Weekend (Friday-Sunday) is 
$100 Pre-Reg., $150 Late Reg., and 
(Saturday-Sunday) is $65 Pre-Reg., 
$125 Late Reg. 
Entertainment Only: The Full 
Package (Wednesday-Sunday) is 
$110 Pre-Reg., $140 Late Reg., the 
Long Weekend (Thursday-Sunday) 
is $100 Pre-Reg., $130 Late Reg., 
and Weekend (Friday-Sunday) is $80 
Pre-Reg., $110 Late Reg., and 
(Saturday-Sunday) is $50 Pre-Reg., 
$80 Late Reg. 

� he 45th Annual Maronite Con-
vention, sponsored by the National 
Apostolate of Maronites and hosted 
by St. Sharbel Church of Somerset, 
NJ.  The event will be held July 2-6, 
2008 at the beautiful Doubletree 
Hotel in Somerset. 
The convention theme, Journey 
through Faith, will be the guiding 
principal throughout the convention 
weekend.  From captivating work-
shops and lectures, to Multimedia 
rooms playing significant DVDs 
around th hour to exciting displays 
and exhibits in the hospitality suite. 
In addition to the workshops and 
presentations for all ages, there will 
be plenty of social events.  There 
will be a ªWelcome to New Jerseyº 
dinner on Wednesday night; :By the 
Jersey Boardwalkº themed dinner 
on Thursday night; Friday night will 
be ªLebanese Nightº and Saturday 
the traditional Grand Banquet. 
Excursions to the Jersey Shore, 
Philadelphia, and New York City 
are just a few of the trips planned. 
The 2008 Maronite Convention 
promises to be entertaining as well 
as spiritually educational to all ages. 
Mark your calendars and save the 
date because we are looking for-
ward to seeing you in the Garden 


 � � � Conference 2008:  Conference 2008:  Conference 2008:  Conference 2008:  
This year ’s 2008 Maronite 
Youth Conference wil l  take 
place at  Washington Universi ty 
in St. Louis, MO on Tu esday 
J u ly  15t h t h r u  Su nday, J u ly 
20t h , 2008. 

Th e dead l i n e for  app l i ca-
t i on s i s M ay 23r d, 2008.  AP-
PL I CATI ONS RECEI VED 
AFTER M AY 23r d, 2008, 
WI L L  BE SUBJ ECT TO A 
$100 L ATE FEE PER AP-

PL I CATI ON, AND NO APPL I -
CATI ON WI L L  BE AC-
CEPTED AFTER J UNE 20t h, 
2008 - NO EXCEPTI ONS!  

The cost  of this year ’s conference  
is $350.00 per person (double 
occupancy) and $450.00 per per-
son (single occupancy - adults 
only).  This includes room and 
board, meals and any outside 
costs (t -shi r ts, other act ivit ies, 
etc.)  

 

REM I NDERS:   
�   N O A P P L I C A T I ON S 
WI L L  BE  ACCEPTED 
WI TH OUT TH E PASTOR’S 
SI GNATURE . 

�  $150.00 PER PERSON I S 
REQUI RED TO BE PAI D 
TO ST. J OSEPH  MA-
RONI TE CH URCH  WI TH 
TH E SUBMI SSI ON OF 
TH E APPL I CATI ON. 
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� � � � � � ucharis-
tic Congress:  
Archbishop Wilton 
D. Gregory invites 
you to the 2008 Eu-

charistic Congress on Friday eve-
ning, June 20 and all day Saturday, 
June 21 at the Georgia International 
Convention Center in Atlanta (near 
the Airport).  Friday evening will 
feature a Healing Service and the 
REVIVE track for Young Adults.  
Saturday' s events will include sev-
eral tracks with inspirational pres-
entations by internationally known 
speakers and the day will conclude 
with the Vigil Mass at 5:00 p.m.  
This is a free event, no tickets or 
reservations are required.  For more 
i nf or mat i on pl ease go t o 
www.ar chat l.com/congr ess or 
contact  V er oni ca Di az at 
vdiaz@archatl.com or 404-978-
2766. 

We, at St. Joseph Maroni te 
Church, are prepar ing a group 
to represent our church in thi s 
year ’s Euchar i sti c Congress.  I f 
you would l ike to be part of that 
group or to volunteer, please 
contact Ceci l i a Romero @ 404-
372-8148 or Tresa Van Huesen  
@ 404-627-2285. 

� e, at  St . 
Joseph Church, 
would l ike to 
wish all the 
mothers of our  
par ish a very 
“ H A P P Y 

M OTH ER’S DAY,”  and ask 
God, the source of l i fe, to give 
you joy in the love, growth, and 
holiness of your chi ldren. 

May God bless you, and let the 
example of your faith and love 
shine for th. 





 ay Crowning:  ay Crowning:  ay Crowning:  ay Crowning:  As you may 
know, the entire month of May is 
dedicated to honoring Our Blessed 
Mother.  Next Sunday, May 4th at 
end of the 9:00 a.m. Divine L it-
urgy, the May Crowning and 
Blessing with the Icon will take 
place.  We will have a special pro-
cession with all the children of the 
parish taking part in the May Crown-
ing at 10:00 a.m.  Children are to 
meet in the Cry Room at 9:45 a.m.   
Mothers, fathers, all parishioners are 
cordially invited to attend this brief 
but very special event.  If you have 
any questions, please see Mary Ann 
Perun, or Marie DiPaola. 

Second CollectionsSecond CollectionsSecond CollectionsSecond Collections    
� unday, May 11th, there will be a 
second collection for the “ National 
Shrine of Our Lady of Lebanon.”    

AnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncementsAnnouncements    



proper answer to their prayers.  This 
entire cost of the Cochlear Implant Sys-
tem, surgery, and hospital fees will cost 
approximately $80,000.  We as a com-
munity are trying to pull together and 
organize some fundraisers for this hu-
manitarian cause.   
 If and when any of the pastors 
or parishioners desire to respond to this 
appeal, please feel free to make your 
checks payable to Saint Anthony, Milad 
Moussa Fund and forward them to the 
following address: 
145 Amesbury Street,  
Lawrence, MA  01841 
I personally thank you in advance for 
taking the time to read this letter.  I hope 
you will extend a helping hand to Milad 
whose picture I have enclosed so that 
you may relate to his hardship.  May the 
Lord reward you for your generosity 

Dear  Monsignor /Father : 
This letter is coming your way after the 
approval of Bishop Gregory Mansour.  
I appeal to you on behalf of the family 
of Milad Moussa, a two-year old hear-
ing-impaired boy who is in desperate 
need of a cochlear implant that will 
enable him to hear and speak.  Denying 
him this surgery, he will remain unable 
to hear and lead a normal and healthy 
life.   
 I kindly ask you to find it in 
your heart to place this appeal in your 
bulletin hoping to find many compas-
sionate and caring parishioners who 
will come forward.  Through their gen-
erosity, Milad will experience the mira-
cle of another chance.   
 Unfortunately, the family left 
everything behind in Lebanon to come 
to America in hopes of finding the 

and kindness. 
With gratitude and 
much appreciation for 
giving this matter your 
full consideration, I 
remain, 

Fraternally yours in Christ, 
(Msgr .) Peter  F. Azar , Pastor  

A second Collection will be taken up 
on Sunday, May 4th, at St. Joseph Ma-
ronite Church for Milad Moussa. 

I f you would like to make a donation 
to help Milad, please make your check 
payable to Saint Joseph, Milad 
Moussa Fund and send it to the 
church as soon as possible.  We will 
forward all the collected money to 
Saint Anthony in Lawrence, MA.   
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The First Communion Re-
hearsal will be held on 

Saturday, May 3th, 2008, 
from 12:00 till 3:00 p.m. 
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First Holy CommunionFirst Holy CommunionFirst Holy CommunionFirst Holy Communion    

 
The Building The Building The Building The Building 
Commi t t ee Commi t t ee Commi t t ee Commi t t ee 
will hold its 

meeting on Monday, May 5th, 
2008 at 7:30 p.m. in the rectory. 
The Pastoral Council he Pastoral Council he Pastoral Council he Pastoral Council will 
hold its meeting on Wednesday, 
May 7th, 2008, at 7:30 p.m. in the 
rectory, and thethethethe Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship Stewardship 
CouncilCouncilCouncilCouncil meeting will be held on 
Thursday, May 8th, 2008. at 7:30 

p.m. in the rectory. 

MYA MYA MYA MYA of St. Joseph Church will 
hold their monthly meeting on Sun-
day, May 18th, at 12:15p.m. in the 
Dining Room. 

� � � � � � �� ��� 	 
 � � � � ��� � 				 for  this 
month will be held on Sunday, May 
25th, following the 9:00 a.m. L it-
urgy and Rosary.   
Please remember to remain quiet 
after the 9:00 a.m. Liturgy while the 
Eucharist is exposed. 
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 � �     End of Year Party:  
We would l ike to invite every-
one to join us on Sunday, May 
18th, 2008, as we celebrate this 
year 's Maronite Chr ist ian For-
mat ion (MCF) program, it 's 
students, teachers and admin-
ist rators.  The party wil l  be 
held at  10:00am. in the church 
social hall.�
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What is The Rosary! 
The Rosary is a beautiful combination of vocal prayer and meditation that centers upon the greatest Gospel mysteries 
in the life of Jesus Christ and secondarily in the life of the Mother of Jesus.  It is an ªincarnationalº prayer, a prayer 
consisting of both vocal and mental prayer that serves to incorporate both body and soul into spiritual communion 
with Our Lord. 

A New Guide to Praying the Rosary: (Including the Holy Father's addition of the Luminous Mysteries) 
Pope John Paul II said the rosary is his favorite prayer, and that praying the rosary can be a ªvaluable part of Catho-
lic' s efforts for peace.º  He also stated in his 2003 Lenten message that as people of faith, our goal should be ªthe im-
provement of the living conditions of all.º  
Please pray the rosary for peace, and to end the suffering of the poor who battle poverty and hunger every day. 

How to pray the Rosary? 
The Rosary begins with Apostles Creed recited on the cross, followed by one Our Father, three Hail Marys and a 
Glory Be.  Then we contemplate significant events in the lives of Jesus and Mary as we pray each of the five decades.  
Each decade consists of one Our Father, ten Hail Marys, and one Glory Be.  The Rosary is concluded with the Hail, 
Holy Queen prayer. 

The Five Prayers of the Rosary! 
The Apostles Creed:  I believe in God, the Father Almighty, Creator of heaven and earth; and in Jesus Christ, His 
only Son, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was cruci-
fied, died and was buried.  He descended into hell; the third day He arose again from the dead; He ascended into 
heaven, and is seated at the right hand of God, the Father Almighty; from thence He shall come to judge the living 
and the dead.  I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Catholic Church, the communion of saints; the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  Amen. 
Our Father :  Our Father, who art in heaven, hollowed by Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth 
as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread, and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass 
against us, and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  Amen. 
Hail Mary:  Hail Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee.  Blessed art thou among women, and blessed is the fruit 
of thy womb, Jesus.  Holy Mary, mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death.  Amen. 
Glory Be:  Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, as it was in the beginning, is now and ever 
shall be, world without end.  Amen. 
Hail, Holy Queen:  Hail, Holy Queen, mother of mercy, our life, our sweetness and our hope.  To thee do we cry, 
poor banished children of Eve; to thee do we send up our sighs, mourning and weeping in this valley of tears.  Turn 
then, most gracious advocate, thine eyes of mercy toward us, and after this our exile, show us the blessed fruit of thy 
womb, Jesus.  O clement, O loving, O sweet Virgin Mary! 
Pray for us, O Holy Mother of God that we may be worthy of the promises of Christ. 

The Mysteries of the Rosary! 
The Joyful Myster ies:  The Annunciation; The Visitation; The Nativity; The Presentation; The Finding of Jesus in 
the Temple. 
The L uminous Myster ies:  The Baptism in the Jordan; The Wedding at Cana; The Proclamation of the Kingdom; 
The Transfiguration; the Institution of the Eucharist. 
The Sorrowful Myster ies:  The Agony in the Garden; The Scourging at the Pillar; The Crowning with Thorns; The 
Carrying of the Cross; The Crucifixion. 
The Glor ious Myster ies:  The Resurrection; The Ascension; The Descent of the Holy Spirit; The Assumption of 
Mary; The Coronation of Mary. 

Schedule for Praying the Rosary! 
The Joyful Myster ies: (Monday and Saturday);  The Sorrowful Myster ies: (Tuesday and Friday); The Glor ious 
Myster ies: (Wednesday and Sunday*);  The L uminous Myster ies: Thursday. 

*Sundays during Lent are Sorrowful Mysteries and Sundays during Advent are Joyful Mysteries. 
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Sunday, May 4th, 2008 

11:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m. (Free Admission)(Free Admission)(Free Admission)(Free Admission) 

MenuMenuMenuMenu    
Marinated Chicken Breast, Hummus, Spinach Pie, Rice Pilaf,  
Kibbie Balls, Meatless Grape Leaves, Salad, Dessert, Drink 

Children's menu availableChildren's menu availableChildren's menu availableChildren's menu available    

 	� � 	 � � � � �		! � ���� � 	" � �� � 	� 	� � �� � 	" � � � � 	� 	� � �� � 	# � � � � 	$ � �� � � � %	

 
 

 

    
    

    
    
    
    
    

    
    
 

Assorted Middle Eastern and American specialties. 
Lift Makdous (pickled turnips), 

Spinach Pies, Meat Pies, Kibbie Balls (stuffed), Date, Walnut and Pistashio Mamoul, Sa-
bleh (butter cookies w/apricot filling), and much, much more!!! 

St. Joseph Maronite Catholic Church 
  502 Seminole Ave. NE / Atlanta, Georgia 30307   

 (404)525-2504 
Visit our Website: www.sjmcc.org/festival_08.htm 

E-Mail: sjmcc@sjmcc.org 

&� ���
� 	�

� � � �
� 	

 �' � � �
 �' � � �
 �' � � �
 �' � � � 				

� � � � � � � � 	 � ��� � 	

� � � � ' � ( ( � � 	

# � � � � � ( � � �	

 � ��� � � � )� 	
 � � �� �� �� � 	

� � � �� 	
� �� � 	* � � � � 		
� � � �� � ( � � � � 	

� � � � 	# � � �� 	� +�� � � � ' � � , � 	

Dinner Donation: 

Adults: $20:00 

Children: $15.00 

Takeouts 

available at 

11:30a.m. 
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·  9:00 a.m. For all the mothers of 
our parish both living and de-
ceased. 

·  11:00 a.m.  For the repose of the 
soul of Jebran Barbar i at the re-
quest of Nadim and Roula Bassil. 

Sunday, May 18, 2008: 
Trinity Sunday 
Read i n gs: Rom. 11 : 25 - 36  
  M at t . 28 : 16 - 20 
·  9:00 a.m. For the repose of the 

souls of Anthony DiPaola &  Jo-
seph Deluca, requested by Marie 
DiPaola. 

·  11:00 a.m.  40 Day Memorial for 
the repose of the soul of Alice 
Najm, at the request of her son 
Kamal Najm and family.  

 
 

Thursday, May 1, 2008: 
The Ascension of Our Lord 
Holy Day Of Obligation 
Readi ngs: Act s 1 : 1 - 14  
  M k . 16 : 15 - 20 

·  7:00 p.m.  Divine Liturgy. 

Sunday, May 4, 2008: 
7th Sunday of Resurrection 
Our Lady of Lebanon 
Readi n gs: Eph. 1 : 15 - 23  
  J n . 13 : 31 - 35 

·  9:00 a.m. For the repose of the 
soul of Kay Adragna, requested 
by her sister Marie DiPaola. 

·  11:00 a.m.  For the repose of 
the soul of Olga Endraos, re-
quested by her family.  

Sunday, May 11, 2008: 
Pentecost Sunday 
Read i n gs: Act s 2 : 1 - 13  
  J n . 14 : 15 - 20 

Sunday, May 25, 2008: 
3rd Sunday of Pentecost 
Readi n gs: 1Cor . 2 : 1 - 10  
  J n . 14 : 21 - 27 

·  9:00 a.m. Private Intentions. 
·  11:00 a.m.  Private Intentions. 
	

	
	
	

� lease remember in your prayers 
the sick, the suffering and the 
elder l y of  our communi ty, 
especially  Eva Solomon, Almas 
Tanory, L isa Nasser , Susan 
Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, 
Mary Ann Per un, Fr ancois 
Khalil, Samy Chahrour i, Tony 
Rouhana, and Oscar Saad. 
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Fr . Peter  E. Bou l os, Pastor  

We’r e on  the Web! 

www.sj mcc.or g 


