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Renewal of the Church (Heb. 9 : 11-15/ Jn. 10 : 22 - 42)

John begins by giving us both the date and the place of this discussion. The date was the Festival
of the Dedication. This was the latest of the great Jewish festivals to be founded. It was sometimes called
the Festival of Lights; and its Jewish name was Hanukkah. Its date is the 25th of the Jewish month called
Chislew which corresponds with our December. This Festival therefore falls very near our Christmas
time and is still universally observed by the Jews. John also gives us the place of this discussion, Solo-
mon’s Porch. People walked thereto pray and meditate, and it was there that Jesus was walking.

As Jesus walked in the Solomon’s Porch the Jews came to Him.  “How long,” they said to Him,
“are you going to keep us in suspense? Tdl us plainly, are you or are you not God's promised Anointed
One?’ There is no doubt that behind that question were two attitudes of mind. There were those who
genuinely wished to know, but there were others who beyond a doubt asked the question as a trap.

Jesus' answers was that He had already told them who He was. True, He had not done so in so
many words; for, as John tells the story, Jesus' two great claims had been made in private; To the Samari-
tan woman He had revealed Himself as the Messiah )John 4:26) and to the man born blind He had
claimed to be the Son of God (John 9:37). There were two things about Jesus which placed His claim
beyond all doubt whether He stated it in words or not. First, there were His deeds. It was Isaiah’s dream
of the golden age: “Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened, and the ears of the deaf unstopped; then
shall the lame man leap like a deer, and the tongue of the dumb sing for joy” (Isaiah 35: 5, 6). Every one
of Jesus’ miracles was a claim that the Messiah had come. Second, there were His words. Moses had
forecast that God would raise up the Prophet who must be listened to (Deuteronomy 18: 15). The words
and deeds of Jesus were a continuous claim to be the Anointed One of God.

Though the great mgjority of the Jews had not accepted that claim, some did; and to them Jesus promised

three things.

1. Hepromised eternal life. He promised that if they accepted Him as Master and Lord, if they became
members of His flock, all the littleness of earthly life would be gone and they would know the splen-
dor and the magnificence of the life of God.

2. He promised a life that would know no end. Death would not be the end but the beginning; they
would know the glory of indestructible life.

3. Hepromised alife that was secure. Nothing could snatch them from His hand. This would not mean
that they would be saved from sorrow, from suffering and from death; but that in the sorest moment
and the darkest hour they would still be conscious of the everlasting arms underneath and about them.
Even in aworld crashing to disaster they would know the serenity of God.

This time of preparation and renewal of the heart is an invitation for us from the heavenly Father to wel-

come his Son — his Word — in our hearts; and to translate that into actions that bear fruit. Likewise, it is

an invitation for us from the Word himself — the Son — to enter his Father’s Kingdom in it’s fullness.



Misodlaneous Events & AnnounoaTats

Parish Coundl Eletion will be held on Sunday, November 18", after both Litur-

gies. Only registered parish members are eligible to vote. Seats in both the Pastoral and
Stewardship Councils are up for eection.

The Ladies Altar & R(Bary Soaety meeting will be held following the 9:50a.m Rosary on Sun-
day, November 11", 2007. All ladies areinvited.

MYA of st. J oseph Maronite Church will hold their monthly meeting today after 11:00am Divine
Liturgy.

arld Youth Day:  Thenext World Youth Day will be held in Australia duly 15-20, 2008 with His Holi-

ness Pope Benedict XVI. Both Maronite eparchies in the United States are forming a group of fifty people to par-
ticipate in thishistoric event. Bishop Ad Abikaram of the Maronite Eparchy in Australiais eager to host us.

World Youth Day is for those age 18 to 35. Parental and pastor approval are required, as well as proof of parish
involvement. Applications will be forthcoming. For more information, consult with this webpage: http://
www.wyd2008.0rg.

Or call Father Elie Mikhad at (305)856-7449 or Father Jean Y ouness, M.L.M., at (718)624-7228.

he Children of St. Joseph Maronite Church are proud to present to you their performance of the
Christmas Story on Saturday, December 15", 2007. Practice will be every Sunday after 11:00a.m. Lit-
urgy, starting Sunday, November 4™, 2007.
Please mark your calendars for the dress rehearsal which will be held on Sunday, December 11™. Every-
one is invited to attend the play during the 5:00 p.m. Liturgy on December 17". Dinner will be served
after the performance. Comejoin usfor amagical evening!

& AK The Ladies Altar and Rosary Sodety of st. Joseph Maronite Catholic Church
RIH‘.,’-"’“.

§wi|l have a bake sale on Sunday, November 18™ after both Liturgies. Ladies please call

§* =74 Mireille Teeny @ 770-559-0400 with your special dish that you® donate. All come
AL ready to purchase and enjoy all the wonderful Lebanese and American dishes that our
ladies bake.

ou are invited for a delicious breakfast prepared by the MYO of our parish on today,
Sunday, November 11", 2007 following both Liturgies.

_ ~ sions always be for honorable and just causes. Help them protect and defend the rights of
N “""E;/ the innocent. Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home. When they are
PRAYERS PLEASE  in harm' sway, protect them frominjury; We pray to the Lord.
For all those who are physically or mentally challenged that they may be totally wel-
comed to the banquet of life; We pray to the Lord.
That all of us may be more willing to share our time, talent and treasure to help build a Culture of Life;
We pray to the Lord.
For those in positions of authority that they may use their power to bring an end to abortion and euthana-
sia; We pray to the Lord.
For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory,
Lisa Nasser, Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Francois Khalil, Diana Salome,
and Madeline Shababy.
|

\X\\ / // For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage. May their mis-



L. |
Dear Parishioners:
The following, very important issues keep occurring every Sunday during Liturgy:
e “Some children are left unattended in the parking lot and/or the church hall.”
Even though | have addressed it several times from the pulpit, | regret to say that it is still a problem. Needless
to say that your children should be next to you in the church during Mass. It is the responsibility and the obli-
gation of the parents to know at all times the whereabouts of their children, therefore, no unattended child is
allowed to be in the parking lot or the church hall during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.
¢ “TheCry Roomisnot for visits and conversations.”
The fact that you are in the Cry Room does not give you the right to talk, socialize, review some family news,
the latest show or where to go shopping, and crack jokes during the Divine Liturgy.
Teenagers and adults without children don’t belong there. The Cry Room is barely large enough for parents
and crying babies. Please leave that space for babies.
Chrigmes C]”mty Drive  wearehaving a parish-wide toy or gift drive for patients at Children's
Healthcare of Atlanta of Egleston.
Toys or gifts must be brand new and unwrapped. No balloons or guns please, or items that suggest violence
or fighting. Gifts must be safe, sturdy and non-toxic.
The drive starts Sunday, October 28" and continues through Sunday, November 18". Won't you contribute a
toy or gift and label whether it isfor aboy or girl?
Please indicate the appropriate age level too. The age range of patients at Egleston' s is from infancy up to 21
yearsold. If youwish, you may give a gift certificate instead.
Any questions? Call Marie DiPaola @ 404-325-2985, or Reem Ragy @ 678-770-0490.

DIVINE LITURG ES

THISSUNDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2007 REQUESTED BY

9:00 AM Private I ntentions ﬂ
11:00 AM Private I ntentions '
NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2007 )]
9:00 AM For Sammy & Alicia Najjar Their family.

11:00 AM Private | ntentions A

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.

L ]
RELIGIOUS CLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M.

COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from along illness. Call the Priest.

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick.

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in
advance.

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish. Call the
Priest.

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by

celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a
vocation to the priesthood. Why not speak to a priest today or contact
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841



