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On this Sunday, the Lord's promise of salvation is being made to Zechariah and
his wife Elizabeth in their old age. The significance: God has not forgotten his promise to
his people even if it seems that time has run-out on them. In his dis-belief Zechariah
(Hebrew: God has remembered) is literally caught dumb-founded; Elizabeth is aso in a #
state of wondrous surprise!

This Gospd passage shows how God's ways and times are different from ours;
that God — in His own time — accomplishes His salvation according to His divine plan -/ / << \\Y
not ours. Likethe prophets of old, John the Baptist (Hebrew: Yohanan means God iscom- /
passionate,) will become the Herold of God's Salvation — but only as a voice in the desert. The true
Voice, the Word, and the Power of God, who comes to fulfill the liberation of his people will be mani-
fested in Christ Jesus.

In his Letter to the Romans, St. Paul, reminds everyone that true inheritance of God’'s Promise
comes through a receptive attitude of faith -- as with Abraham in the old covenant. Abraham (Hebrew &
Aramaic: Merciful Father) is the father of all who believe. Christ, through His humble obedience and
sacrificial act, will reconstitute this covenant of faith that had been broken through dis-belief. Today we
also are being invited to renew our faith: by letting God's promise renew itsef in our lives in Christ and
through the Holy Spirit.

The prayers of the church this Sunday are focused on speaking and listening: Let not our lips be silenced
like Zechariah .. but rather let them give Y ou thanksgiving and praises, etc. The Hoosoyo reflects on how
God has spoken in various ways in the past from Adam in the Garden, to Abraham, M oses and the proph-
ets, and now to Zachariah as an expression of His continued compassion and mercy for His people.

As we come to proclaim our faith through the Creed this Sunday, let us ask that our faith may
become true and deeply-founded; that Christ may renew His Spirit within us, and that He may turn us into
true children of the Promise to Abraham!

Let us also take this opportunity to pray for good-will and peace among all of Abraham® children
in faith, particularly in the Holy Land, Lebanon, and the Middle East (even if the prospect seems incredi-
ble!)

Let us prepare the Way of the Lord by learning to listen better to each other. Let us be more at-
tentive to those feelings and needs spread among us and among others in our world, for the Word of God
and His Kingdom dwell in our midst!

For Reflection:

Q1 How canl be moreattentive to the Word of God within me?

Q2_ How can | be more responsive to the Word of God dwelling within my family and the world
around me?
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Misdlaneous Events & Announoarants

Parish Coundl Eledtion will be held today, Sunday, November 18", after both Litur-
y y

gies. Only registered parish members are eligible to vote. Seats in both the Pastoral and Stew-
ardship Councils are up for eection.

Chrigmes Flova's  Remember your loved ones with Christmas Flowers on the altar. Flowers may be

given to honor someone living or in memory of those who have died. The name of the donor and loved ones
will be published in our monthly News Letter. Please contact Fr. Peter @ (404) 525-2504, to donate today.

9AKQT|’E Ladies Altar and Rosary Soaety of St. Joseph Maronite Catholic Church

P T 1
g 7/ will have a bake sale on Sunday, November 18" after both Liturgies. All come ready
\ AL é to purchase and enjoy all the wonderful Lebanese and American dishes that our ladies
bake.
Wdaome Fr. Sam wewould like to welcome Father Sam Najjar - Pastor of St. Michael the Arch-
angel Maronite Church in Fayetteville, NC - to his home parish, St. Joseph Maronite Church, Atlanta. Fr.
Sam will be celebrating the Divine Liturgies during my absence on Sunday, November 25", 2007. Thank

you Aboona Sam and welcome home. Please note that there will be NO 5:00pm LITURGY on Satur-
day, November 24th, 2007.

The Eudharidic Adoration for this month will be held on Sunday, November 25™, following the
9:00 am. Liturgy. This special time of meditating before the Blessed Sacrament is an opportunity to
pray for peacein the world.

Please remember to remain quiet after the 9:00 am. Liturgy while the Eucharist is exposed. Those arriv-
ing for the 11:00 a.m. Liturgy should also be mindful upon entering the Church.

he Children of St. Joseph Maronite Church are proud to present to you their performance of the Christmas

Story on Saturday, December 15", 2007. Practice will be every Sunday after 11:00a.m. Liturgy, starting
Sunday, November 4™, 2007.

Please mark your calendars for the dress rehearsal which will be held on Sunday, December 11", Everyoneis
invited to attend the play during the 5:00 p.m. Liturgy on December 17". Dinner will be served after the per-
formance. Come join us for amagical evening!

For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage. May their mis-
\X\ \ / y sions always be for honorable and just causes. Help them protect and defend the rights of
the innocent. Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home. When they are
in harm' s way, protect them from injury; We pray to the Lord.
For an outpouring of grace on those who support and perform abortions that their eyes
may be opened; We pray to the Lord.
That this nation may come to see that unborn children should not be beggars at the banquet of life but be
guaranteed the right to life; We pray to the Lord.
For those whose lives are burdened by abortion may turn to a loving God for healing and forgiveness;, We
pray to the Lord.
For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory,

Lisa Nasser, Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Pasatore, Mary Ann Perun, Francois Khalil, Diana Salome,
and M adeline Shababy.

PRA TERS PL EAS.E
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Dear Parishioners:
The following, very important issues keep occurring every Sunday during Liturgy:

“ Some children are left unattended in the parking lot and/or the church hall.”
Even though | have addressed it several times from the pulpit, | regret to say that it is still a problem. Needless
to say that your children should be next to you in the church during Mass. It is the responsibility and the obli-
gation of the parents to know at all times the whereabouts of their children, therefore, no unattended child is
allowed to be in the parking lot or the church hall during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

“The Cry Room is not for visits and conversations.”
The fact that you are in the Cry Room does not give you the right to talk, socialize, review some family news,
the latest show or where to go shopping, and crack jokes during the Divine Liturgy.
Teenagers and adults without children don’t belong there. The Cry Room is barely large enough for parents
and crying babies. Please |leave that space for babies.
Chrigmes C]”mty Drive  wearehaving a parish-wide toy or gift drive for patients at Children's
Healthcare of Atlanta of Egleston.
Toys or gifts must be brand new and unwrapped. No balloons or guns please, or items that suggest violence
or fighting. Gifts must be safe, sturdy and non-toxic.
The drive started Sunday, October 28" and continues through Sunday, December 2™, Won't you contribute a
toy or gift and label whether it isfor aboy or girl?
Please indicate the appropriate age level too. The age range of patients at Egleston' s is from infancy up to 21
yearsold. If you wish, you may give a gift certificate instead.
Any questions? Call Marie DiPaola @ 404-325-2985, or Reem Ragy @ 678-770-0490.

DIVINE LITURG ES

THISSUNDAY, NOVEMBER 18, 2007 REQUESTED BY @
9:00 AM Liturgy of Thanksgiving The Shamatta family.

11:00 AM Private | ntentions '
NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 25, 2007 |
9:00 AM Private | ntentions A

11:00 AM Private | ntentions

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.

RELIGIOUS CLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M.
COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from along illness. Call the Priest.

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick.

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in
advance.

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish. Call the
Priest.

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by

celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a
vocation to the priesthood. Why not speak to a priest today or contact
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841



