LITURGIES:
Sunday 9:00 & 11:00AM

12:00PM
5:00PM
7:00PM

Weekday
Saturday
Holy Day

Religious Education:
Every Sunday: 9:50-10:50A.M.

Confessions. Before Liturgy and
upon request.

Communion Calls: For hospital-
ized, shut-in, suffering from a
longillness. Call the priest.

Anointing: Call thepriest for the
Sacrament of the sick.

Baptism: Baptism and Confirma-
tion arrangements must be made
six weeks in advance. Call the
priest.

Crowning: Marriage arrange-
ments must be made at least six
monthsin advance. Bride or
groom must be a registered mem-
ber of the parish.

Holy Orders: If you would like
to serve God by preaching His
Word, by celebrating the Sacra-
ments and by serving those in
need, you may have a vocation to
the priesthood. Why not spesk to
apriest today or contact the Voca-
tion Office @ (412) 278-0841.

Inside thisissue:
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K. Josgph'sMaonthly NewsLeter

All SoulsDay (Nov. 2d)

n All Souls Day, November 2, (in the

Western Church, and this feast is celebrated
in the Maronite Church on Sunday before
the beginning of the Great Lent and it is
caled “Sunday of the Faithful Departed),
individual parishioners faithfully visited
church, prayed six Our Fathers, Hail Marys,
and Glorys for the intention of the Holy
Father. In doing so, they received a plenary
indulgence for a soul in purgatory, thus
freeing a soul for heaven. The story told by
these traditions was clear. Those who have
died arein amournful place, purgatory.

Integral to the church’'s
understanding of itself as the Communion of
Saints is its attention to those in purgatory.
This has taken the form of remembering the
dead during Divine Liturgy and, more than
this, actually offering the fruits of the Mass
for particular persons who have died.
Concern for the dead, along with concern
for one’' s own fate after death, has motivated
the evolution of the Catholic tradition of
indulgences. A feast day remembering the
souls in purgatory began to be celebrated on
November 2, with the whole month of
November eventually being dedicated to
remembering the dead.

PURGATORY: The popular belief that
the soul gradually leaves the body gives a
hint of a journey after death, a journey that
involves some kind of purification. This
was a conviction of pagans and apparently
of Christians, too.
The foundation of the church’s teaching
regarding those in purgatory lies in the
constant belief and practices of believers.
Already in early times, Christian practice
was to remember their dead on the 3rd, 7th,
and 30th day and on the annual anniversary
(in the Maronite Church on the 7th, 40th day
and on the annual anniversary). It soon
became common to celebrate the Eucharist
on these anniversaries.

In 211, Tertullian spoke of the

Christian observation of the anniversary days of
their departed as an established tradition.
Hippolytus (d. 235) mentions prayers for thedead in
the context of the Eucharist. (In the Maronite
Liturgy there is always a mention of the dead.) This
practice became universal by the end of the 4th
century. The Ecumenical Council of Lyons
I taught that undergoing purification after
death could be assisted by the prayers and good
works of theliving and by Masses offered for them.

In the 6th century, the New Testament
notion of fire ceased to be a symbol of
purification and became associated with
actual punishment after death. This gave rise to
the description of “suffering soulsin purgatory.”
In the Middle Ages, belief in a purifying-punishing
fire became common in the Western church. With
the help of art and popular preaching, purgatory
became a minor version of hell, the only difference
being that purgatory is not terminal.  This
exaggeration produced a “hyper-attention” to the
needs of those suffering there and a feast day
provided for their benefit.

PRAYERS FOR THE DEAD: Thepractice of
offering the fruits of a Liturgy for a particular per-
son who has died became popular amost at the
same time as the tradition of daily Liturgy in 7th
century. Thistradition became so widespread that it
led eventually to abuses involving multiple Litur-
gies each day and abuses related to the offerings of
money or stipends.

In the 16th century, Protestant reforms
challenged the efficacy of prayers for the dead.
They preached against practices associated with this
tradition, especially the tradition of indulgences and
Liturgies for the dead. The Council of Trent de-
fended the church’s teaching and practices but con-
demned abuses.

During modern times a preoccupation with

the needs of those in purgatory continued. Parish-
ioners were accustomed to daily Liturgy for the de-
ceased, celebrated in black vestments, with absolu-
tion prayers for the dead person.
Vatican Il repeated the traditional teaching on the
value of praying for the dead in its Dogmatic Con-
dtitution on the Church (51-52). It cautioned, how-
ever, against abuses and excesses.




Statute 406. Asits name im-
plies, the Pastoral Council isto
be concerned under the direc-
tion of the pastor with the pas-
toral life of the parish:

a. Liturgical life, music, main-
tenance of the church, vest-
ments, sacred vessels, can-
dles, wine and water, litur-
gical ministers (readers,
servers, cantors, choir, ush-
ers;)

b. Religious education of chil-
dren, young persons, and
adults;

c. Pastoral care for the sick,
elderly, and handicapped;

d. Preparation of those in-
volved in the reception of

the Sacraments of Baptism
and Chrismation, First

Holy = Communion, and
Marriage;
e. Care of immigrants and

economically disadvan-

taged persons;
f. Promotion of ecumenism;

g. Fostering bonds of friend-
ship with non-Christians.

Statute 407. It isthe compe-
tency of the Pastoral Council to
advise and cooperate with the
Pastor in the Pastoral care of
the parish. As such, the Pas-
toral Council serves as a per-
manent structure for construc-
tive dialogue among the clergy,
religious and laity.

Statute 408. The Pastoral
Council is to provide leader-
ship, counsel, resources and
encouragement to apostolic
and spiritual development of
all parishioners.

Statute 409. The Pastoral
Council is to serve as a coordi-
nating body for Parish organi-
zations and activities, with the
exception of the Stewardship
Council.

Statute 410. All members of
the Pastoral Council must
maintain the confidentiality of
the deliberations of the council,
especially with respect to pri-
vacy and personal reputations.

Statute 438. Asitsnameim-
plies, the Stewardship Council
is to be concerned with the ac-
quisition, administration, and
alienation of the temporal
goods of the parish:

a. Educating the parishioners
of their responsibilities in
the support of the Church,
its apostolate and its minis-
ters;

c¢) Formulating and executing
fund-raising programs;

d) Oversight of the mainte-
nance and development of
parish properties;

e) Oversight of the manage-
ment of parish funds;

f) Care of immigrants and

economically disadvan-
taged persons.

Statute 439. It is the compe-
tency of the Stewardship Coun-
cil to advise and cooperate
with the Pastor in matters re-
lated to the properties and fi-
nances of the Parish. As such,
the Stewardship Council
serves as a permanent struc-
ture for constructive dialogue
among the clergy, religious and
laity.

Statute 440. All members of
the Stewardship Council must
maintain the confidentiality of
the deliberations of the council,
especially with respect to pri-
vacy and personal reputations.
Documents relating to the af-
fairs of the Stewardship Coun-

cil are the exclusive property
of the Parish and cannot be
divulged to anyone without
the written permission of the
Pastor.




1. Thou Shall not arrive late to church, or leave before the final blessing.
2. Thou shall not cometo church dressed improperly.

3. Thou shall wait in the back of the Church if you arrive during the Epistle/Gospel readings, the
homily or the Words of Consecration.

4. Thou shall not let your children out of your site during Liturgy or unattended in the hall or park-
ing lot.

5. Thou shall not bring food or drink into the sanctuary, or chew gum.
6. Thou shall return the books to their proper place.

7. Thou shall treat this place as if it was your own home and better yet, God’s home; clean up after
yourself and your children in the church and in the hall.

8. Remember that the church is God’s house and our Lord is present at all times. Keep quiet before,
during and after Liturgy.

9. Thou shall not socialize, or talk in the cry room during Divine Liturgy.

10. Thou shall not bring you cellular phone or pager intothe church. Leavethem in you car

hanksgiving Day is a harvest festival, thanking God for the bounty received from God’s good

graces. People have always found ways of expressing thanks to their deities for favors received, usu-
ally by way of some kind of sacrifice. These sacrifices returned to the source of all life a portion of
what one had received.

Thanksgiving has been a basic theme in all religions throughout history. Regardless of race
and ethnic origin, all peoples have enjoyed harvest festivals. They celebrated the end of the growing
season and the fruit of their hard work with feasting.

In 1789, President George Washington, at the authorization of Congress, proclaimed Nov.
26th, 1789, a day of national thanksgiving. A regular annual celebration, however, did not exist
throughout the individual states. Finally, President Abraham Lincoln proclaimed the last Thursday
of November as a day dedicated to praise and thanks to a gracious Father. This annual proclamation
by the president was continued each year. Finally, Congress passed legislation in 1941 that the
fourth Thursday of November be observed as Thanksgiving Day and a national holiday.
in the

LORD'S NAME,

We (Five

 THANKS

Thanksgiving is primarily a family celebration, a time for families
and friends to feast at table with one another. Special table grace (from the
Latin gratiea, “thanks”) is prayed. Most churches celebrate with a special
prayer service, often ecumenical in attendance. Although the day is not
part of the church year calendar, a votive Mass of Thanksgiving is usually
used for the Mass formula.




st AR

he Pasard

Coundl  will

hold its meet-

ing on

Wednesday, November 7th,
at 7:30 p.m. in the rectory, and

the Sewardhip Coundl
meeting will be held on Thurs-

day, November 8th, at 7:30
p.m.in therectory.

The Buildng GComnmittee
meeting will be held on Tuesday,
November 6th, at 7:30 p.m. in the
rectory.

The Ladies Altar & Rosary

Sodey  will meet following the

9:50a.m Rosary on Sunday, No-
vember 11" 2007. All ladies are
invited.

of St. Joseph Maronite

Church meeting will be held on Sun-
day, November 11th, at 12:15 p.m.
in the conference Room.

of St. Joseph Maronite
Church meeting will be held on Sun-
day, November 11th, at 12:15 p.m.
in the conference Room.

udharigic Adoration for this

month will be held on Sunday, No-
vember 25", following the 9:00
am. Liturgy.

This special time of meditating be-
fore the Blessed Sacrament is an op-
portunity to pray for peace in the
Middle East, specially in Lebanon.
Please remember to remain quiet
after the 9:00 a.m. Liturgy while the
Eucharist is exposed.

S. Joseph Church

will hold a Bake
Sale Extravaganza

vember 18th, 2007 after both
Liturgies. Buy for the holi-
days; freeze, thaw and serve!

Parish  Coundl
Eletion will be
held on Sunday,
November  18th,
after both Liturgies. Only
registered parish members are
eligible to vote. Seats in both
the Pastoral and Stewardship
Councils are up for election. If
you would like to serve on ei-
ther council please see Che-
hade Chihane or Al Suman.

irde  Comunicants Par-

ents Medling will be held on

Sunday, November 4th, 2007,
at 10:00a.m. in the hall.

on Sunday,

No-

Maore Annocuncaraits

ou are invited for a delicious breakfast
prepared by the MYO of our parish on Sun-
day, November 11" 2007 following both
Liturgies.

he Children of St. Joseph Maronite Church are

proud to present to you their performance of the
Christmas Story on Saturday, December 15th, 2007.
Practice will be every Sunday after 11:00a.m.
Liturgy, starting Sunday, November 4th 2007.

Please mark your calendars for the dress rehearsal
which will be held on Sunday, December 11th. Eve-
ryone is invited to attend the play during the 5:00
p.m. Liturgy on December

17th. Dinner will be served

after the performance.

Come join us for a magical

evening!

Dear Parishioners, the following, very impor-
tant issues keep occurring every Sunday during Liturgy:
“Some children are left unattended in the parking
lot and/or the church hall.”
Even though | have addressed it several times from the
pulpit, | regret to say that it is still a problem. Needless
to say that your children should be next to you in the
church during Mass. It is the responsibility and the obli-
gation of the parents to know at all times the where-
abouts of their children, therefore, no unattended child
is allowed to be in the parking lot or the church hall
during the celebration of the Divine Liturgy.

“The Cry Room is not for visits and conversa-
tions.”
The fact that you are in the Cry Room does not give you
the right to talk, socialize, review some family news,
the latest show or where to go shopping, and crack
jokes during the Divine Liturgy.
Teenagers and adults without children don’'t belong
there. The Cry Room s barely large enough for parents
and crying babies. Please |leave that space for babies.




Finanhaa Sanding

INCOME: OCTOBER 2007
Collections Donations

7-October $2,040.00 $100.00

2nd. Collection $105.00

Coffee $21.00

14-October $1,175.00

21-October $1,455.00 $960.00

2nd. Collection $160.00

28-October $887.00

TOTAL $6,782.00

Other Income:
In Memory of Mary Ann Anding:

$510.00
In Memory of Elise Fara;j: $50.00
MCF Registration: $760.00
Funeral Donations: $250.00
Parking Donation: $200.00
Baptism: $200.60
Ladies Breakfast: $626.00
Total Other Income: $2,596.00
Grand Total: $9,378.00
EXPENSES:

Utilities, Salary, Table Expenses, Stamps, Xerox
Machine, Janitorial Maintenance, Priest's Insur-
ance ($1,025.00), Office Supplies, Printing, Mailing,
Security System, Assessments ($750.00), Church
Decoration (Flowers), Church Supplies, Miscellane-
ous.

Total Exp.:
BALANCE:

$7,874.81
+$1,503.19

he Maronite Liturgical Y ear starts the first Sunday of
November, and ends the last Sunday of October. It
consists of the following Seasons:
The Glorious Birth of the Lord, or “Advent.”
Epiphany.
Great Lent.
Resurrection.
Pentecost.
Glorious Cross.
2Advent® starts at the beginning of November
with the Feasts of the Church: 2Renewal and Consecra-
tion of the Church.® This cycle of Sundays was first
celebrated in Jerusalem on September 13", 335 in
honor of the newly built Church of Resurrection, the
Anastasis. The Sundays of Announcement follow the
Feasts of the Church.
* The Birth of the Lord in the Flesh is extended
throughout the Season of Epiphany, which manifests
His Divinity, and His salvific presence in the world.

* Lent preceding the Three Sundays celebrating the

Mystery of the Struggling, Suffering and Triumphant
Church, opens the Greatest Season of the year with its
Fifty Days of Fasting. It isduring this Season that the Ma-
ronite Liturgy unfolds its spiritual riches, with the Proper
of Lent, Passion Week and the Great Friday of Crucifixion
when Christ's death and burial are evoked in redlistic de-
taills. The Resurrection Day, or the Great Feadt, is pre-
ceded by a sobering Saturday of Light.

* The 2Liturgy of Peace® which sets the tone for the
Vigil, illustrates the Great Reconciliation accomplished
between Heaven and Earth, through the Cross of the Sav-
ior. After a®Week in White,° New Sunday opens the Sea-
son of Joy and Renovation which are fulfilled by the Com-
ing of the Spirit on Pentecost Day. The Joyful and Trium-
phant Event is expanded throughout the Summer, until the
Exaltation of the Cross. The Cycle concludes between
September and October. A Special interlude cuts through
the Dominical Triumph with the Mid-Summer Celebration
of the Assumption of Mary.
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SUN W E D T SAT
) St. Resha,
All Saints Confessor
Holy Day of | All Souls
Obligation
. 5:00pm Litur
7:00pm Lit- P &
urgy
St. Michad, The St. Moura, Con-
9:50am M CF ) AfChangd# fessor
10am 1st Com-
municants Par- 5:00pm Liturgy
ents Meeting ! ! !
$ # St. John Chry- St. Gregory,
‘ sostom, Confes- Confessor
I o& Veteran's Day sor St. Philip, Apos- St. Matthew, _
9:50am M CF tle Apostle 5:00pm Liturgy
Ladies' Meeting St. Frances
Cabrini (USA),
) * Presentation of
the Blessed Vir -
9:50am M CF gin Mary
BakeSde Thanksgiving 5:00pm NO
. . Day LITURGY
Parish Goundl
Elegion
+
) St. Andrew,
! Apostle
: St. Jamesthe P
9:50am NO MCF )
am Dismember ed, St. Beshai, Con-
Eucharistic Adora- Martyr fessor
tion

November Lectors:

9:00am - Gary Solomon
11:00am - Simon Dagher

November Altar Servers:
9:00am - Charbe Aoun/ Anees Ragy
11:00am - Mark Dagher / Gabriel Moussa




ccording to the 2Statutes of the Eparchy of St. Maron of Brooklyn,® the eections of the Parish Pastoral and
Stewardship Councils are to be conducted in the following manner:
Statue 411. Membership of the Pastoral Council is not to exceed nine (9) lay persons and is not to be less than
five (5) lay persons.
Statue 413. The majority of the Pastoral Council are to be elected. The Pastor can determine that officers of
certain organizations, commissions, or committees can serve as ex officio members of the Pastoral Council.

Statue 414. At the time of constituting the Pastoral Council, fifty-percent of the elected members are to be
elected for a one-year term and fifty-percent of the elected members are to be e ected for two-year term. Succeeding
elections shall be every year for fifty percent of the members for atwo-year term.

Statue 415. Alternate members can be elected to fill any vacancies that occur among the el ected members.

Statue 441. The Stewardship Council is comprised of three (3) persons.

a) Two of the members of the Stewardship Council are to be elected.

b) One member is to be appointed by the Pastor.

Statue 442. The elected members of the Stewardship Council are to be elected for a two-year term. The
appointed member is to be appointed for a one-year term. Members are eligible for re-elections or reappointment.
Statues 416 & 443.

a) Elections to the Pastoral and Stewardship Councils are to be conducted in September.

b) Sixty days prior to the election, the Pastor is to appoint an Election Committee (Chehade Chihane & Al Suman)
who will prepare alist of candidates for election to one-year or two-year terms of service. Prior to publication, this
list is to be kept confidential and is to be submitted to the Pastor for approval. The Pastor is not obliged to provide
reasons for the removal of any potential candidates from thelist.

c) It isthe responsibility of the Election Committee to determine the manner, time and place of the elections.

d) It is the responsibility of the Election Committee to conduct the election and report to the Pastor, who will
communicate the results to the Parish.

€) A person enjoys the power to votein the elections if he/she is a member of the parish in good standing.

Statue 417. A personisineligibleto be amember of the Pastoral Council if:

a) A person from the same household is a candidate or is currently serving on the Pastoral Council.

b) He/she has been removed from thelist of candidates by the Pastor.

Statue 443 (e). A personisindigibleto beamember of the Stewardship Council if:

i) A person from the same household is a candidate or is currently serving on the Stewardship Council.

i) He/she has been removed from the list of candidates by the Pastor.

Statue 418 & 444. The members of the Pastoral & the Stewardship Councils are to be installed during an
appropriate liturgical or para-liturgical ceremony.

Statue 419 & 445. All members of the Pastoral & Stewardship Councils, except for the Pastor, havetheright to
vote.

Statues 420 & 446. The Officers of the Pastoral & the Stewardship Councils are the Chairpersons and the
Secretaries and serve under the direction of the Pastor.

Statues 421 & 447. Thelay members of the Pastoral and Stewardship Councils shall €ect from among the lay
members Chairpersons and Secretaries.

Statue 448. The Chairpersons and Secretaries are elected for term of one (1) year and are digible to be re-
elected.
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Fr. Peter E. Boulos, Pastor

We're on the Web!

WWWw.sjmcc.org

Thursday, November 1, 2007:

All Saints Day

Holy Day Of Obligation

Readings. Heb.12:18-24
Lk.12:32-40

7:00 p.m. DivineLiturgy.

Sunday, November 4, 2007:
Consecration of the Church
Readings. Heb.9:1-12
Matt. 16 : 13- 20
9:00 a.m. For the repose of the

soul of Nassibe Simon, requested
by Eva & Gary Solomon.

11:00 a.m. Private I ntentions.

Sunday, November 11, 2007:

Renewal of the Church

Readings. Heb.9:11-15
Jn. 10: 22 - 42

9:00 aam. Private Intentions.

11:00 a.m. For therepose of the
souls of Sammy and Alicia
Nagjjar, requested by their chil-
dren.
Sunday, November 18, 2007:
Announcement to Zechariah
Readings. Rom. 4:13-25
Lk.1:1-25
9:00 a.m. Private Intentions.

11:00 a.m. Private Intentions.

Sunday, November 25, 2007:

Announcement to the Virgin Mary
Readings. Gal.3:15-22
Lk.1:26-38

9:00 aam. Private Intentions.
11:00 a.m. Private Intentions.

For our military; that the Lord
may give them strength and cour-
age. May their missions always
be for honorable and just causes.
Help them protect and defend the
rights of the innocent. Watch
over their loved ones while they
are far from home. When they
are in harm's way, protect them
frominjury; We pray to the Lord.
For the sick, the suffering and the
elderly of our community,
especialy Eva Solomon, Almas
Tanory, Lisa Nasser, Susan
Cappy, Mary Ann Perun, Fran-
cois Khalil, Diana Salome,
Madeline Shababy, and Mary
Ann Pasatore, we pray to the
Lord.




