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6" (Gal. 6: 1-10/Mt. 25: 14 - 30)

“Taent” is a word that came into our language directly from the Bible. It originally meant “a
measure of precious metal.” It has come to mean a quality, aptitude, or ability which can be developed or
neglected, used or wasted. Talents will not be perfected or produce fruit unless they are used.

Today's Gospel was originally addressed to the rdigious leaders of the Jews: They were given a

sacred deposit with the duty of preparing the people for the coming of Christ, and when they failed to lead
them to Christ, they lost what was valuable to them in the old testament. The same moral is easily trans-
ferred to the Christian situation and especially to the religious leaders in our time. | will not be saved; |
will not be sharing the joy of the kingdom just because | am a Christian. | must as a priest trade on the
talents God gave me; otherwise | will lose my sonship to God just like everyone else. Every one of us
knows how many talents God gave him to use, and as the master in the Gospel today expected his ser-
vants to use their entrusted money for His benefit, God expects us to use our skills and talents of His
benefit. We are expected to use our natural gifts for His honor and glory.
What is important here is not the number of talents one is given, but the perfection one brings to those
talents through use and work. The Gospel is saying it would have been better for that servant who re-
ceived just one talent to have put it to work even at the risk of losing it. At least he/she would have been
credited with having tried. The person whose attitude is condemned says, “| have only a small talent;
what is it in comparison with what others have?’ Such a person proceeds not to use it, and thus he/she
effectively killsit or buriesit.

The kingdom of heaven is like the situation here described: Although the first two servants have
received and doubled large sums, their faithful trading is regarded by God as fidelity in small matters
only, compared with the great responsibilities now to be given to them; “share your mastersjoy,” the joy
of the banquet of God. As for the lazy servant, his inactivity is not negligible. As punishment, he loses
the gift he had received, and it is now given to thefirst servant whose possessions are already greet.

The main points of this story are:

1. God gave talents to everyone, each one according to his ability, and we have to use these talents and
produce fruits.

2. We have to be awake, for no one knows the day and hour that the master would come, and ask us
about the good use of capacities and resources.

3. Faithful use of one stalents will lead to participation in the fullness of the kingdom, and lazy inactiv-

ity to exclusion fromiit.
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Misodlaneous Events & AnnounoaTats

Parish Gounal Elaion will be held on Sunday, November 25", after both Litur-
gies. Only registered parish membersareeligible to vote. Seatsin both the Pastoral and Stew-
ardship Councils are up for dection. More information along with the names of the candidates
will be available soon.
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Saoond Qdledion:  This Sunday, October 21%, there will be a second collection for the* World Mis-
sion” (Propagation of the Faith).

Our Holy Father, Pope Benedict XVI, calls every Catholic to celebrate, at the Eucharist, our vocation to
be missionary and to help the Missions.

As Catholics around the world - here at home and in the Missions - gather at the Eucharist around the ta-
ble of the Lord, let us pray for Church's worldwide missionary work and offer financial help through the
Propagation of the Faith for more than 1,150 dioceses in Asia, Africa, Latin America and the Pacific Is-
lands. Like the collection for Peter's Pence and the Holy Land, this collection is also taken up by every
Catholic Church throughout the world.

Doyou Know Whareyaur Children are?

Dear Parishioners, the following, very important issue keeps occurring every Sunday during Liturgy.
“Some children areleft unattended in the parking lot and/or the church hall.”

Even though | have addressed it several times from the pulpit, | regret to say that it is still a problem.
Needless to say that your children should be next to you in the church during Mass. It isthe responsibility
and the obligation of the parents to know at all times the whereabouts of their children, therefore, no un-
attended child is allowed to be in the parking lot or the church hall during the celebration of the Divine
Liturgy.

Fird Gonmmunicants Parents Meﬁingwm be held on Sunday, November 4™, 2007, at 10:00a.m.
in the hall.

udcharigic Adaration for this month will be held on Sunday, October 28™, following the 9:00
a.m. Liturgy.

L \ / ' For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage. May their mis-
\& /é/ sions always be for honorable and just causes. Help them protect and defend the rights of
T—\_NwT— theinnocent. Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home. When they are
PRATERS PLEASE  iN harm' sway, protect them frominjury; We pray to the Lord.
For all candidates for President of the United States. that they might seek to preserve,
protect and defend the inalienable right to life of every human being; We pray to the Lord.
For the prisoner who awaits his death: that we might work to give him the time he needs to repent and be-
lieve until the moment of his natural death; We pray to the Lord.
For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory,
Lisa Nasser, Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Perun, Francois Khalil, Mary Ann Pasatore, Diana Salome,

and M adeline Shababy.
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Y ou are invited to our Annual Fundraising event which will
be held at St. John Chrysostom Melkite Catholic Church social hall at 1428 Ponce De Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta,
GA 30307, on Saturday, October 27, 2007, at 8:00 pm. Donation: $100.00 per person.

Elegant Lebanese dinner and entertainment. Come enjoy a great party that only happens once a year.
For more information or the purchase your tickets, please contact Joseline Maalouf @ 770-888-9949, or Al
Suman @ 770-998-3156.

he next Magnificat praye breskfad, open to Catholic Women, will be held Saturday, November 10,
2007, 9:30am-12:30pm at Killian Hill Rd., Lillburn, GA 30047. the speaker Margie C. Sweeney, M.D., SFO,
founder of Helping Hands Healing Ministries, Inc., will share how a life changing trip to East Africa changed
her belief in the power of prayer. For more information call Lynda Cupell at 404-634-8303. Tickets are on
sale through November 3. No tickets will be sold at the door. Parking is limited-please carpool if possible.

Chrignes C]”mty Drive We are having a parish-wide toy or gift drive for patients at Children's
Healthcare of Atlanta of Egleston.

Toys or gifts must be brand new and unwrapped. No balloons or guns please, or items that suggest violence
or fighting. Gifts must be safe, sturdy and non-toxic.

The drive starts Sunday, October 27" and continues through Sunday, November 25™. Won't you contribute a
toy or gift and label whether it isfor aboy or girl?

Please indicate the appropriate age level too. The age range of patients at Egleston' s is from infancy up to 21
yearsold. If youwish, you may give a gift certificate instead.

Any questions? Call Marie DiPaola @ 404-325-2985

DIVINE LITURG ES

THISSUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2007 REQUESTED BY

9:00 AM For Norma Sawan Louie & Mary Ann Shamatta
11:00 AM For Yvone Kareh Kahwach Her son Bassam Kahwach.
NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2007

9:00 AM Private I ntentions

11:00 AM Private I ntentions

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in
peace.

RELIGIOUS CLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M.
COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from along illness. Call the Priest.

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick.

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in
advance.

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish. Call the
Priest.

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by

celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a
vocation to the priesthood. Why not speak to a priest today or contact
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841



