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This is the last Sunday of the liturgical cycle of the year. What is it that first attracts our attention is the 
Gospel of this last Sunday of the year? It is of the awesome Last Judgment in Matthew’s Gospel! Interest-
ingly, here, the end of the liturgical cycle on this Sunday, corresponds and parallels in the Gospel with the 
end of the world.  
 From one perspective this projection seems a deliberate attempt by  the Church to awaken in her 
children the fear of God. Yet from another perspective the emphasis of the Church on this Sunday – and 
in a more positive way – goes out to show that the final victory, at the end, will be the Triumph of Com-
passion, and of the Compassionate Ones: for theirs is the kingdom of heaven (Mt.5: 3- 10).  
 This lesson is also reflected in the exhortation of Saint Paul to his fellow – persecuted – Roman 
Christians: “Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep .. If your enemy is hungry 
feed him; if he is thirsty, give him something to drink.. do not be conquered by evil but conquer evil with 
good.”  (See also Matthew 5:3-10).  
 Here the final triumph is shown as the triumph of goodness over evil. Clearly we are being called 
to become the human channels of God’s goodness through compassion –  even when justice might de-
mand otherwise. For it is when we forgive that we also  receive our forgiveness; and when we turn a com-
passionate face towards our fellow human beings – even when persecuted – God’s wonderful and loving 
image becomes imprinted and sealed into our human nature – his redeemed creation.  
 This passage of the Gospel today is a real challenge to examine our motivations in life. 
 Jesus put it in a very simple and direct fashion.  He described the measuring rod by which we are 
judged, and if we are truly His followers, then we have no choice but to follow His lead, and be 
concerned with the poor, the hungry and the oppressed.  Our Lord Jesus Christ is telling us that “whatever 
you do to one of the least of My brethren, you do it to Me.”    
 The end-victory, therefore, is the Victory of Love – as our crosses of human torments are fused 
and transformed – through acts of loving-forgiveness and compassion, with the balm tree of the healing 
Cross of our Lord – that Victorious Cross of Light and of eternal Joy.  

For Reflection: 
Q1_ How has the grace of Christ been working in my life in the past to turn my desolations into con-

solations and victory? 
Q2_ Now according to my calling how am I being encouraged to be a sign of hope for others? 
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Miscellaneous Events & Announcements 
The Pastoral Council’s The Pastoral Council’s The Pastoral Council’s The Pastoral Council’s next meeting will be held on Wednesday, November 
7th, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. and the Stewardship Council will hold its next meeting on 
Thursday, November 8th, 2007 at 7:30 p.m. in the rectory. 

MYA MYA MYA MYA of St. Joseph Maronite Church will hold their  monthly meeting on Sunday, November  4th, 
after  11:00am Divine L iturgy. 

The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society The Ladies Altar & Rosary Society meeting will be held following the 9:50a.m Rosary on Sun-
day, November 11th, 2007.  All ladies are invited. 

Parish Council Election arish Council Election arish Council Election arish Council Election will be held on Sunday, November  18th,  after  both Litur -
gies.  Only registered  parish members are eligible to vote.  Seats in both the Pastoral and Stew-
ardship Councils are up for election.  More information along with the names of the candidates 
will be available soon. 
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First Communicants Parents’ MeetingFirst Communicants Parents’ MeetingFirst Communicants Parents’ MeetingFirst Communicants Parents’ Meeting will be held on Sunday, November 4th, 2007, at 10:00a.m. 
in the hall. 

���� ucharistic Adoration ucharistic Adoration ucharistic Adoration ucharistic Adoration for this month will be held on Sunday, October 28th, following the 9:00 
a.m. L iturgy.   Please remember to remain quiet after the 9:00 a.m. Liturgy while the Eucharist is ex-
posed.  Those arriving for MCF and the 11:00 a.m. Liturgy should also be mindful upon entering the 
Church. 

The Ladies Altar and Rosary Society The Ladies Altar and Rosary Society The Ladies Altar and Rosary Society The Ladies Altar and Rosary Society of St. Joseph Maronite Catholic Church 
will have a bake sale on Sunday, November 18th after both Liturgies.  Ladies please call 
Mireille Teeny @ 770-559-0400 with your special dish that you©ll donate.  All come 
ready to purchase and enjoy all the wonderful Lebanese and American dishes that our 

ladies bake.   

All Saints DayAll Saints DayAll Saints DayAll Saints Day is Thursday November 1st, 2007, and it is a Holy Day Of Obligation.  The Divine Lit-
urgy will be celebrated at 7:00p.m. 

�  For our military; that the Lord may give them strength and courage.  May their mis-
sions always be for honorable and just causes.  Help them protect and defend the rights of 
the innocent.  Watch over their loved ones while they are far from home.  When they are 
in harm' s way, protect them from injury;  We pray to the Lord. 
�  For young people who have fallen in love:  that they might learn the meaning of true 

love, and be willing to sacrifice for each other and for their future children;  We pray to the Lord. 
�  For the parents of pregnant teens: for patient endurance, perduring love, and deep faith in the God who 

gave their grandchild life;  We pray to the Lord. 
�  For the sick, the suffering and the elderly of our community, especially  Eva Solomon, Almas Tanory, 

L isa Nasser , Susan Cappy, Mary Ann Perun, Francois Khalil, Mary Ann Pasatore, Diana Salome, 
and Madeline Shababy. 



 

� ��	 � � � � � � 	 � � � � � �	 � � � � � � �� � � �  You are invited to our Annual Fundraising event which will 
be held at St. John Chrysostom Melkite Catholic Church social hall at 1428 Ponce De Leon Ave. NE, Atlanta, 
GA 30307, on Saturday, October 27, 2007, at 8:00 pm.  Donation:  $100.00 per person. 
Elegant dinner and entertainment.  Come enjoy a great party that only happens once a year.   
For more information or the purchase your tickets, please contact Joseline Maalouf @ 770-888-9949, or Al 
Suman @ 770-998-3156. 

� he next Magnificat prayer breakfast, open to Catholic Women, will be held Saturday, November 10, 
2007, 9:30am-12:30pm at Killian Hill Rd., Lillburn, GA 30047.  the speaker Margie C. Sweeney, M.D., SFO, 
founder of Helping Hands Healing Ministries, Inc., will share how a life changing trip to East Africa changed 
her belief in the power of prayer.  For more information call Lynda Cupell at 404-634-8303.  Tickets are on 
sale through November 3.  No tickets will be sold at the door.  Parking is limited-please carpool if possible. 

Christmas Charity Drive:Christmas Charity Drive:Christmas Charity Drive:Christmas Charity Drive:  We are having a parish-wide toy or gift drive for patients at Children' s 
Healthcare of Atlanta of Egleston. 
Toys or gifts must be brand new and unwrapped.  No balloons or guns please, or items that suggest violence 
or fighting.  Gifts must be safe, sturdy and non-toxic. 
The drive starts Sunday, October 28th and continues through Sunday, November 18th.  Won' t you contribute a 
toy or gift and label whether it is for a boy or girl?   
Please indicate the appropriate age level too.  The age range of patients at Egleston' s is from infancy up to 21 
years old.  If you wish, you may give a gift certificate instead.   
Any questions?  Call Marie DiPaola @ 404-325-2985, or Reem Ragy @ 678-770-0490. 
� � � �� � �� ���� 	 
 �� � �� � 
 � �� �� � � � �� � ��� � � �� �	 ��� 	 �� � 
 �� � � � �� 	 �� � �� �� � 	 �� � � � � �� � � � � � . 

DIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIESDIVINE LITURGIES    

THIS SUNDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2007   REQUESTED BY 

9:00 AM     Private Intentions 
11:00 AM Private Intentions 

NEXT SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 4, 2007 
 9:00 AM    Nassibe Simon    Eva & Gary Solomon  
   
11:00 AM Private Intentions 

May their souls and the souls of all the faithful departed, through the mercy of God, rest in 
peace. 

RELIGIOUS CLASSES Every Sunday 9:50 - 10:50A.M. 

COMMUNION CALLS For Hospitalized, shut-in or suffering from a long illness.  Call the Priest. 

ANOINTING Contact the Priest for the Sacrament of the Sick. 

BAPTISM Baptism & Confirmation arrangements must be made six weeks in 
advance. 

CROWNING Marriage arrangements must be made at least six months in advance.  
Bride or groom must be a registered member of the parish.  Call the 
Priest. 

HOLY ORDERS If you would like to serve God by preaching the Word of God, by 
celebrating the Sacraments and by serving those in need, you may have a 
vocation to the priesthood.  Why not speak to a priest today or contact 
the Vocations Office - 412-278-0841�


