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Abouna Dominique’s Corner: JFilm Festibal Bonors Monks
For several weeks, billboards in Europe have been promoting a new French film, "Des Hom-
mes et des Dieux" (Men and Gods) directed by Xavier Beauvois. It had premiered at the
Cannes Film Festival in 2010 and won the Grand Prize, the second most prestigious prize at
the film festival. The top billed actors, Lambert Wilson and Michael Lonsdale seemed like pe-
culiar picks for a film about religion. Lambert Wilson is best known to Americans as "the
Merovingian" in the last two Matrix debacles. Michael Lonsdale played the evil Abbott in
"The Name of the Rose." The pair appeared to be a recipe for disaster. Someone from the
Vatican said,
“I thought I would save my time, money and blood pressure by skipping it. A dear priest friend
told me I was mistaken, however; so on All Saints' Day I became one of the ever-growing
number of people to see the film. Never was I happier to be proved utterly wrong.
"Of Gods and Men" recounts the true story of seven Trappist monks who were killed in Algeria
in 1996, kidnapped and beheaded by unknown assassins. Director Beauvois recounts the story
so beautifully that despite the fact that everyone knows the ending, one still remains caught up
the events as they unfold. The film came out during the Special Assembly for the Middle East
of the Synod of Bishops, and I saw it the day after the massacre of 46 Christians in Iraq early
this past week, which brought home the timeliness of the movie.

(continues on page 2)

DIVINE LITURGIES REQUESTED BY
Saturday, November 6, 2010 Readings: Hebrews 9: 1-12 & Matthew 16: 13-20
5:00 PM Forty Day Liturgy for Aida Nasr Elie Nasr
Sunday, November 7, 2010 Readings: Hebrews 9: 1-12 & Matthew 16: 13-20
9:00 AM Special Intentions
11:00 AM Michel & Renee Osta Mr. & Mrs. Habib Osta
Saturday, November 13, 2010 Readings: Romans 4: 13-25 & Luke 1: 1-25
5:00 PM Special Intentions
Sunday, November 14, 2010 Readings: Romans 4: 13-25 & Luke 1: 1-25
9:00 AM Liturgy of Thanksgiving for Peter Shamatta Shamatta Family
11:00 AM Special Intentions
THE SACRAMENT OF RECONCILIATION IS OFFERED BEFORE EACH LITURGY




Abouna Bominique’s Corner: Film Festival Bonors Monks

(continues from page 1)
In the West, Christians may be ridiculed or ostracized, but we do not have to face the
same witness for our faith that our brethren in other parts of the world do.
The movie opens much like "Into Great Silence," the 2005 documentary that revealed
the lives of Carthusian monks at the Grand Chartreuse. We see an austere hallway, and
follow the little band of Trappists to their chapel. In the Spartan sacred space, they
gather in their white robes and sing their prayers. Shoes scuffle, chairs scrape, and paper
crackles as the sounds of everyday life form a sort of percussion to their song.
The camera leaves the chapel to accompany the monks on their daily activities. They
live at Our Lady of Atlas, impoverished town in Tibhirine, Algeria. There, they tend
their garden, produce jams for the market, and offer the villagers medical assistance. In
the Muslim community, they live peacefully and in a warm climate of mutual respect
and appreciation.
The film highlights the fact that the centerpiece of their life is prayer. They kneel in ado-
ration together, sing the Divine office and celebrate the Eucharist in community. Al-
though they have a chapter room for discussion and planning, the main source of the
community life is their prayer.
The Algerian civil war breaks out around them and murders, soldiers, and terrorists
move closer and closer to the little vulnerable monastery on the hill. The little commu-
nity must decide whether to remain with their flock or flee for safety. The most striking
aspect of these discussions of life or death is that while there is fear and uncertainty, and
even a sort of Agony in the Garden, the violence and instability never manage to pene-
trate the walls of the monastery.
Despite their very real differences, there are no recriminations or hostilities among the
Trappists as they try to decide what to do. Together, they try to discern God's will for
them. The film brings a vision of community life to those of alien to it, and indeed one
feels drawn to this brotherhood.
There are many striking moments to the film, none with sweeping music or special ef-
fects, nor the heroic defiance popular in our superhero age. These quiet men simply
love. They love their flock, they love each other and most of all they love God. The
last letter sent by Father Christian, the prior of the monastery, holds no anger regarding
his circumstances, but only forgiveness for his attackers. In this testimony of the power
of love, rarely seen in cinema, these Trappists bring new meaning to the Magnificent
Seven.
The film has already been released in France and Italy and the rights were purchased by
Sony pictures for English language distribution. In a world where novelty and variety
are most prized, "Of Gods and Men" sanctifies the everyday and the commonplace, it
shows how heroes are born in the most unlikely places with the most unexpected faces,
and that God's transcendent power penetrates even (or especially) the darkest hours.”



Migcellaneous Ehents & Announcements

Men’s Club Dinner: The First Official Dinner for Saint Joseph Men’s Club will be
held on Wednesday November 10th @ 7:30 pm at Lawrence Café & Restaurant on 2888
Buford Hwy NE Atlanta, GA 30329. All men from the parish are welcomed to attend.
We apologize for the short notice, but please spread the word.

Family Portraits for the Ad Book: OnNovember 14th, Mark Najjar at Atlanta Stu-
dios will be taking family portraits for the Ad Book of our Centennial. The photos will be

shot at different locations around the church, both inside & outside. MYO, MYA, MCF
students and teachers, Altar Servers, Altar & Rosary Society, Choir

(b’a@e Sale: The Ladies Altar and Rosary Society is organizing a bake sale for Sunday
November 14. Home made delicacies will be available for sale after both masses. The la-
dies encourage every member of the parish to donate and purchase items for the benefit of
the Church. If you would like to bring something for the bake table please contact Dany
Dagher at danydagher@hotmail.com.

Pastoral Council BreaRfast: The members of the Pastoral Council will organize a

breakfast on November 21st after the 9 and 11 o’clock liturgy. Make sure to attend to ex-
perience and encourage our pastoral council member in their task in serving the Church.
Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta Toy or Gift Drive: We are having a parish-wide
toy or gift drive for patients at Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta at Egleston. Toys or gifts
must be brand new and unwrapped. Please no balloons, guns or items that suggest vio-
lence or fighting. Gifts must be safe, sturdy and non-toxic. The drive starts Sunday, Oct.
24th and continues through Sunday, Dec. 5th. The age range of patients at Egleston’s is
from infancy up to 21 years old. Please leave your gifts in the receptacle provided for this
purpose in the downstairs hallway. Let us all try to make a hospitalized girl or boy happier
this Christmas season. For further info, please contact Reem Ragy or Marie DiPaola.

100th Anniversary Ad/ Commemorative book: On the occasion of its centennial
celebration, our parish is putting together an Ad book. Families as well as businesses
could acquire a form at the entrance of the Church or from the members of the Centennial
Committee. For more information please see Louie Abdou contact info in the bulletin.
Junior Choir: There will be a junior choir rehearsal for children between 7 - 18 every
Sunday after the 11:00 o clock liturgy. George Moussa and Cecilia Romero will be in
charge of the Choir. Please encourage the children to take part in this activity.

NAM Awareness Suna’ay: Shehade Chihane, Louis Ragy and Tracy Doueiry are the
delegates for NAM (National Apostolate for Maronites) representing Saint Joseph Parish.
On Sunday, December 5th, they will be giving an awareness session explaining to the
community the importance of the NAM on the parish and eparchial (diocesan) level.
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During their meeting last Sunday 10/24 the 3¢ ok Chrysastom Mekils Graak Sathabn Charch

Ladies Altar and Rosary Society elected | Annual Fatronal Feast Day Dinner & Dance

Saturday Novembar 13, 210

the following officers for the year 2011:
Marize Murad (president) , Mireille Teeny

(Vice President) Cecilia Romero (recording
secretary) and Corinne Moussa
(corresponding Secretary). Susan Swanson
has accepted to be the treasurer of the
group. Congratulations and may God bless
their hard work.

NEW YEAR’S EVE BALL 2011

Friday December 31, 2010 (8 PM to 3 AM)

¥ Lebanese Star §%.
Mﬁﬁl:ﬁ!l!l

with D7 Johnnie

On-Site Baby Sitter Provided
Full Mediterranean MEZA W'
T (Multi-Selection Grilled Kabohs)
with Sweets, Frulis & Champagne T

Hosted By
§1. Joseph Maronite Cathelic Church




